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THE GOD CONSCIOUSNESS OF JESUS. 


Chapter I 


The God Consciousness of Jesus as revealed 
tarough nis sayings. 


(I) 
THE TASK 


The more we study the life and teaching of 
Jesug the more we are convinced that he was a man 
of God. Or, judging from his religious life and 
‘ from his unique personality, one is almost compel~ 
led to think of Jesus as God's man, But the truth 
which was so real in his personality was to a large 
aegree incomprehensible to most men and even to his 
immediate disciples. They could hardly, as yet, 
bear his realitye To many, he was a mystery, and 


Peter wanted him to leave because of his own sinful 
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Character. To the ' many wise men ( that is, judg- 
ed by human stendards ) ' he was too lofty and pro- 
found to be understood; and, as a matter of fact, 
to these he became a stumbling bhock. However, to 
the simple, the meek, and the truly humble ( among 
whom were often numbered the publicans and sinners 
and Smaritans and the like he was the way unto 
salvation. | 

The Gospel writers unanimously try to repre- 
sent him as the Son of God. Matthew dwells upon 
the legitimacy of his birth to entitle him the 
true Christ; Mark endeavours to represent him as 
the Son of God through the mighty works which he 
performed among men; Luke, from his more humen 
and historical viewpoint, preaches the universal 
salvation made possible through Jesus Christ; and 
John, as a thinker and philosopher, speaks of him 
as the Incernation of God. The real point here 
lies not so much in what they have to say about 
him as much as what it is that makes them to say 


these things of him. They are not perplexing dogmas 
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growing out of mental invention which these writ- 
ers affirm about Jesus, but what they say of Jesus 
comes out of their own personal experience with 
his character and personality. 

In Jesus, it is true, one finds a more abund- 
ant quality of life than he can find in any other 
man who ever lived. And unless one knows Jesus from 
&@ real religious experience, he can never really ful- 
ly understand the stories about his birth, life, 
death, and resurrection. No man, in history, ever 
spoke and acted as he did. In a most free and 
open manner, he lived among his fellows without 
fear and without hete. He was so simply and lovely 
and attractive in the essence of his inner wanhood 
that little children came to hin to bask, as it were, 
in the sunlight of his radiance, In him they felt 
an infectious life-giving force. Though they were 
not able to rationalize it, they appreciated it in 
him. Perhaps, one of his supreme triats was his 
humility so that, " being found in the fashion as 
aman, he humbled himself, becoming obedient even 


unto death, yea, the death of the cross." (Phil.ii:8) 
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A centurion, it is said , stood by him when he was 
giving up the ghost upon the cross and exclaimed: 
"Truly this man was the Son of God." * (Mark xv: 39) 
It was also this something in Christ which made 


Paul say: 


"T have been crucified with Christ; and 
it is no longer I that live, but Christ 
liveth in me: and that life which I now 
live in the flesh I live in faith, the 
faith which is in the Son of God, who 
loved me, and gave himself up for me." 


--Gal. ii: 20 


"Christ in Paul, end Paul in Ghrist,." It was 
so with St. Francis of Assissi, with Martin Luther, 
and with many others. They relived the spirit 
and quality of Jesus' character, 

Jesus proved himself God's man in that no 
man ever lived a more real and true life. The 
following words of Dr. Rittelmeyer help to tarow 


light on this point: 
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"Not he wio is merely openly receptive to 
the word of God likes the life of faith, 
but he who is attached to God, nature to 
nature; not he who has confidence in God 
but he wno is in God's confidence--we had 
almost said, he who is wedded to God by all 
He is and all He has; not he who fixes his 
gaze upon the divine, but he upon whom the 
Givine is focused so that it streams into 
nis life, unconditioned and unhindered, 
That life is the life of faith. Jesus 


led. that life,".* 


Naturally, what most pleased hia was to do 
the will of God and what he most dreaded was to 
do anything contrary to that Will. His own words 
testify to this: "Abba Father, all things are 
possible unto thee, remove this cup from me: how- 
beit not what I will , but what thou wilt." ##* 
For Jesus, the doing of God's will, though it 
meant sufiering and even death, was meat and drink. 


Looking at the man Jesus from several di- 


* Behold the Man, by F. Rittelmeyer, page SI. 
**Gospel according to Mark. xiv: 36. 
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rections, one may readily conclude that he was 
the only begotten son of God his Father. The 
spirit wnich was in him was the same as in tne 
nature of God. What Jesus said and what he did 
were but the natural outflowing of this inner 
nature. As John states in his Gospel, the fifth 
chapter and the nineteenth verse: "The Son can 
do nothing of himself, but what he seeth the 
Father doing: for what things soever he doeth, 
those the Son also doetn in like manner." And 
again, in the same chapter and the thirtieth verse, 
we have these words to show how closely he obeyed 
the Fatner? 
"T can of myself do nothing: as 

I hear, I judge: and my judgment is 

righteous; because I seek not mine 

own will, but the wili of him that 

sent me." 
God was in Jesus, and Jesus in God, always; in 
the Beptism and in the Temptation; amid the 


crowds and in the temple; in the lonely places and 
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in the darkest of hours. In times of joy and 

praise this spirit is manifested, and on the 

cross he cried out with a loud voice and called 

upon his Heavenly Father for strength and comfort, 
Again, in Jesus Christ, the divine and 

the human are uniquely brought together into a 


victorious character; 


"In Jesus Christ we shall find the one ade- 
quate presentation of God--not adequate, 

of course, to the infinite glory of God in 
all His attributes, but adequate to every 
human need, for it shows us God in terms of 
our own experience. But in Jesus Christ we 
shall find also the one adequate presentat- 
ion of Man--not man as he is apart from 

the indwelling of God, but Man as he is in 
his truest nature which is only made actual 
wnen man becomes the means to the self-ex- 


pression of God,"* 


* Christ the Truth, by W. Temple, pege I48. 
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To see how God, tne Father worked in the 
consciousness of Jesus and the results of this 
involing is the problem we wish here to examine, 
One should be aware of nis limitations in try- 
ing to cope witn so tremendous a task as this 
and all that we can hope to do here is if pos- 
Sible, to catch such rays of light as may 


fall upon us from this study, 


(2) 


THE SOURCES 


After making e careful examination of con- 


temporary and early authors of the .......... 
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life and teaching of Jesus, Dr. Klausner in his 
"Jesus of Nazareth," concludes as follows: 

"As a result of our examination of the 
non-Christian sources, and the scattered 
Sayings and details to be found in the 
uncananicel Gospels and the early Fathers, 
we are forced to conclude that, as the 
main source of knowledge for the life 
and teaching of Jesus, we must draw from 


the Canonical Gospels alone," ( Page 7I f.) 


The four Canonical Gospel are: (I) The Gospel 
according to Matthew, (2) The Gospel according to 
Mark, (3) The Gospel according to Luke, and (4) The 
Gospel according to John. And it has become quite 
customary to classify the first three of these 
as the Synoptic Gospels and the authors who wrote 


them as Synoptists. 


(I) The Gospel according to Matthew: It is 


generally neld that the Gospel was compiled soon 
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after the yeer 70 A.D. ( perhaps between 80 and 

90 A.D. ) at Syrian Antioch by a Greek-speaking 
Jewish Christian. Dr. Streeter, in his book, 

'The Four Gospels', page 487, states that "the 
year 85 A.D. is fixed as the approximate date of 
writing." This Gospel is primarily addressed 

to the Jews and the Jewish Christians of that 

time and it has, therefore, a strong Jewish ap- 
proach which is but the natural thing. Again, 

it is cnaracterized by the distinct purpose of 
attempting to present the legitimacy of the son- 
ship of Jesus as Cnorist, the tlessiah. And this 

is done by trying to trace his lineage through 

a long geneology ( Matt. i: I-I7 ) back to David 
and Abraham. Also, watthew tries to prove Jesus 
to be the Messiah by adding such stories as that 
of the Magi ( Matt. 11: I-3 ), and again, through 
the teachings of Jesus and in His whole life 

down to the time of His passion ( Matt. xxi: I-27; 
66.) and finally to tne last words of Jesus which 
were; "Full autnority has been given to me in heaven 


@nd on earthy...” ( Matt, xxviii: 18.) 
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(2) The Gospel according to Mark; The Gospel 
was, in all probapility, compiled at Rome and pos- 
sibly by one of Mark's disciples or by one of the 
disciples of Peter, The time of its compilation 
must have been around 70 A.D, near the time of the 
destruction of the Tempbe at Jerusalem. Authorie- 
ties greatly differ. about this date, however. 
Streeter would fix tae date at 60 A.D. There 
are others who would place the time at 65 A.D, 

Tnis Gospel was appearantely intended for 
non-Jewisn readers, The Gentiles and those in 
particular, the Romans were chiefly concerned, 

The aim of the compiler seems to be one of get- 
ting men to believe in Jesus as the Son of God. 
And in order to accomplish this end, he places 

a great deal of emphasis upon the mighty works 
which Jesus performed. He hopes thus to lift up 
the personality of Jesus above others. As an 
example of this, ne has only four Pas chias as com- 


pared to eighteen miracles, 
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(3) The Gospel eccording to Luke; This Gospel 
was written by Luke, tne physician and companion 
of Paul, ( Col. iv: I4 ) about the year 80 A.D. 
to a certain youre man, called Tneophilus, who 
probably was a Gentile Christian. However, this 
may have been done in the light of getting otners 
to read about the assured truth which he nad 
found in Jesus Christ. 

The place of its writing is not known for 
certain. Streeter suggests Corinth as a possibili- 
ty. 

This Gospel is quite different in its tone 
and spirit than that of Matthew or Mark in that it 
seems to be entirely free of any color due to 
Jewish exclusiveness. It reveals a truly histor- 
ical spirit. A universal note is sounded--Chorist's 
Gospel is for tne wnole world with its lost and 
Sinking men. The social pnase is in no way over- 
looked. Jesus is set up as being compassionate, 
gracious, ana tender to tne needy--He seeks to save 


that which is lost. 
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The Sources of the Synoptic Gospels: 


(a) The Gospel according to Mark is the oldest 
of the three. Streeter gives a most careful study 
of the possible sources of Mark in his book, "The 
Four Gospels", which has already been mentioned, 

The general decision in this matter is that there 
must nave been an earlier form of its present 

one which may have been written by Mark, the inter- 
preter of Peter. However, this Gospel in either 

its earlier or later forms was used by the compilers 
of both Matthew and Luke. 

"Matthew reproduces 90% of tne subject matter 
of Mark in lenguage very largely iNdentical 
with tnat of Mark; Luke does the same for 
rather more than half of Mark."* 

(b) In addition to this, however, both Matthew 
and Luke used also another written source, consist- 
ing mostly of discourses of which many were later 
lost, namely that collection of the sayings of Jesus 
known as the 'Logia'. This source is usually refer- 
red to as "Q" ( Quelle, source.) 


Both Matthew and Luke used Mark as a narrative 


* The Four Gospels. cC. Streeter. Page I5I. 
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framework, and it is into this narrative frame- 
work that these two writers inserted sections 
from the "Q" source. It is certain that parts 
of the “"o" source can adisobe found in Mark. It 
can be said with certainty that neither Matthew 
or Luke used the whole of "Q", Furthermore, it 
appears from certain evidence that there must 
have been some other written or oral source from 


which information was taken, 


(4) The Gospel according to John: The inter- 
nal evidence of this Gospel has led the majority 
of scnolars to deny that John, the son of Zebedee, 
was the author. 

The date of its writing, most scholars seem 
to agree, was sometime after IIO A.D, It could 
not have been written before 90 A.D. It is now 
also generally accepted that this Gospel was writ- 
ten in Ephesus or at least some place where Hel- 
lenistic influence predominated, 

The general type and nature of this Gospel 


are quite distinct from that of the Synoptic Gospels. 
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And so also is the subject matter. Klausner 
thinks of this Gospel as a " a religio-philosophical 
book", and Streeter regards it as belonging " to 
the Library of Devotion". 

The aim of tne author is to represent Jesus 
as the incarnation of the Logos. The real value 
of this Gospel lies not in its chronological facts 
but in its theology and philosophy of the life of 


JeSsuS. 


a ne ee 


(3) 
THE METHOD. 


It is rather a serious handicap for the 
student of historical research that he has nothing 
from the pen of Jesus, himself. It was only after 
of ais death when some of his followers begun to 


collect his sayings from nis first disciples and 
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these they set down as Jesus' own. Because of 
this fact, the wnole record of the life and 
teaching of Jesus is a matter more or less ine 
Girect. Furthermore, since none of the accounts 
were written witno a genuinely historical purpose 
but rather with the purpose of promulgating the 
Christian faith, we have very little system or 
orderliness. Most of these writings are frag- 
mentery. Again, the Gospels were written in 
dellenistic Greek, whereas Jesus, himself spoke 
in Aramaic. It is therefore necessary that much 
caution be taken in the study and interpretation 
of these Gospels. 

We have seen before that tne authoritative 
source for our study is the origninal Canonical 
Gospel material which is of value simply because 
it is first hand from the witnesses of Jesus. As 
long as dogma and tradition nold their ground 
it is impossible to see the original facts of 
the Gospel story and the orighnal thought and 


feeling of Jesus expressed through it. 
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Then it is an important thing for us to have 
a scientific spirit, in order to interpret the Gos- 
pels correctly. Tney must be examined and tested 
by the very best methods of our time. Actual 
experiences receive standing as valid and reliable 
after verifications nave been made through the 
conflict of ideas ana facts. 

Once more, it is essential that one use his 
imagination in order to better comprehend tne life 
of Jesus. To be sure, this also has its vices, 
However, it is almost impossible to get a clear 
picture of Jesus merely by a mecnincal and docu- 
mentary piecing together of the various fragments 
of indirect sources about himself. Reason is 
not enough, essential as it may be. Since life 
is an art, perhaps more so than a science, one 
can see why reason will not suffice. Reason can 
not and never will be able to get at the heart 
of life. That is outside of the realm of reason's 
operation. We are here more in the realm of faith 
and trust which, to be sure, are all the more se- 
cure because of reason and rationalization. In 
this connection it is well to remember that "Jesus 


is known sas much as he is loved." 
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Chapter II | 


The God Consciousness of Jesus as Revealed 
through His Sayings. 


(I) 
GOD THE FATHER 


a-The central place of God in tne teacning 
of Jesus. 


Since the day of the ' Abomination of Des- 
Olation ' ( I Mac. 1 : 54 ) Israel passed into 
one of the bitterest periods of all its nistory. 

"O God, why hast thou cast us off 

forever? Why doth thine anger smoke 
against the sneep of thy pasture? 
% * * * * 

"We see not our signs; there is no 

more prophet: neither is there among 


us any that knoweth how long."* 


* Psalm 74: 1,9. 
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Even the glorious days of the Maccabees were 
but as dew-drops, bright andclear before tne com- 
ing of a strong wind, figuretively, the Romans, 

It was apparently on the Day of Atonement or on one 
of the Sabbaths in the winter time of the year 63 B.C. 
that Jerusalem was conquered by Pompey. And in 

the year 6 B.C. Judaea was annexed to the Empire 

of Syria. To the pious people of those days, these 
events meant the coming of the end. Tne exceeding 
wickedness of the Romans with its direct effect 
upon the miseries of the people naturally caused 
the Jews to reserve a nope in the promises of the 
propnets for a day of judgment wnen God would 
rectify these awful social wrongs. It is usually 
out of much adversity that great men are produced 
and thus it was with the Jewish people through a 
greater part of their history. And about the time 
of Augustus Caeser and out of the midst of trouble 
Joan the Baptist appeared " as voice crying out 

in the wilderness." "There went out unto hia all 
the country of Judaea, and all tney of Jerusalem: 
and they were baptized of him in the river Jordan, 


confessing their sins." ( Mk. i: 5.) 
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As one ponders upon this scene, so dramatic and 
so moving, he cannot help being moved if he has 
in him any sense of humanity. The fervour was 
tremendous and to the extent that it is still 
infectuous to present-day life. In spite of 
all of the excitement of the people under the 
influence of Jonn, Luke has it that " the 


people were in expectation, and all 

men reasoned in their nearts concerning 
John, whether naply ne were the Carist; 
John answered, saying unto them all, I 
indeed baptize you witn water; but 
there comes he that is mightier than I 
the latchet of whose shoes I am not 
worthy to unloose: he shall baptize 

you in the Holy Spirit and in fire." 


--Luke ii1: 15,16. 
Such then, was the situation of the day in 
which Jesus entered into his public ministry. 


He fitted into this history; he came with the 


long awaited message: 


"Now after John was delivered up, Jesus 
came into Galilee, preaching the Gospel 
of God, and saying, The time is fulfile- 
led, and the kingdom of God is at hand: 
repent ye, and believe in the Gospel." 


--Mark 1: 14,15. 
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The first thing which the Gospel according to 
Matthew has him teach, in his sermon on the mount, 
is: "Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven." (Matt. v: 3.) One of 
the deepest desires of his life was that the 
kingdom of heaven would come: "Thy kingdom come. 
They will be done, as in heaven, so on earth." 
(Matt. vis; IO ) At another time ne thought and 
talked about the kingdom of neaven as " a treasure 
hidden in a field", which , when a man found it, 
caused such a great joy that he went to sell all 
he had in order to buy the field. (Matt. xiii: 44) 
When he sat at the table of ' the last supper ' 
together with his disciples whom he loved, he 
poured out his soul with—a—note-of deep serro¥: 

"I snall no more drink of the fruit of the vine, 
until that dey when I drink it new in the kingdom 
of God." ( Mk. xiv: 25.) 

While both Mark and Luke use the expression, 
"the kingdom of God ", Matthew uses the expression, 
"the kingdom of heaven." While these outward 
forms appear different, their meaning is about the 


same. Professor Deissmann said that the "Kingdom 
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of Heaven is for Him the seme as ' Kingdom of 
God' "* Aecording to Dr. Klausner, "The Jews 
of the time habitually used ' heaven' to avoid 
having to pronounce tne name of God: so ' the 
kingdom of heaven’ meant 'the kingdom of God', 


~ 


or ‘the kingdom of tne Almighty', i.e., ' the 
messianic age.' " : 

Tnus it is clear that the central message 
of Jesus was " tne kingdom of God", Of this 
message, he never tired and he finally died for 
its cause upon the cross, 

Just where the idea of the kingdom came 
from and just how Jesus came into contact with 
lt becomes here an impoptent question which must 
be answered. In answer to tne latter portion of 
this question, it almost needless to say that 
he received his idea of the kingdom of God from 


his own personal experience of God. Where there 


is no belief in God there can be no belief ina 


*The Religion of Jesus and the Faith of Paul, by 
A. Deissmann. Page I09. 
IJesus of Nazareth, by Dr. Klausner. Page 245, 
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kingdom of God, quite naturally. Tne kingdom which 
was real to Jesus had God et its center and his 
experience of the kingdom grew out of his communion 
with God: 

"Out of the abundance of the heart the 

mouth speaketh. The good men out of his 

good treasure bringeth fortn good things." 


-eMatt. xii: 34,35. 


And all of his life and teaching issued forth from 


a@ heart which he kept close to God, 


be The New Element in Jesus' Teaching. 


Jesus' idea of the Fathernood of God is exe 
pressed in his own familiar way of addressing God 
as Father. It nas already been ninted at that 
this idea of God as Father was not wholly original 
with Jesus. This idea, is im fact, found in 


the teachings of the Old Testament. However, most 
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students and regular readers of the Scriptures 
could hardly fail to recognize quite a different 
manner in which the Old Testament and the New 
Testament uses the idea of God as Father. “Jesus! 
faith in the Fatherhood of God," writes Professor 
W. Bousset in his book ‘Jesus' , " was no shal- 
low optimism. Rather it was an infinitely bold 
venture." * "It is not His concepts that are 
‘original, but His power; not His formulae, but 
His confessions; not His dogmas, but His faith; 
not His system; but His personality. The origi- 
nality of Jesus lies in the comprehensive unique- 
ness of His inner life; the new, the epoch-making 
thing, is Himself", writes Professor Deissmann.#¢ 
"It is not the priority of Jesus' teaching of 
Fatherhood that makes it so significant," writes 
Dr. Buckham, " but its intense realism. Priority 
counts for little in such a matter as this, com- 
pered to a living and confident realization and 
the power to convey this realization to others. 


It was in this thet Jesus was creatively original." 


oom 


* Jesus, by W. Bousset. Page II4. 
# The Religion of Jesus and the Faith of Paul, 
by A. Deissmann. Page. I49. 
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"Upon his lips 'Abba' meent more than any 
name for God ever meent before, 

"So purely and ardently did it issue from 
the depth of his own experience as to comsunicate 
itself to nis disciples and through them to 
others in such vivid reality as to make = new and 
trensforming epocn in the life of the human 
Spirit. This is peat ghi ity. 

“By this token Divine Fatherhood may be 
rigntly regarded as &@ discovery, and Jesus as the 
discoverer," * 

In nis enswer to tne question of tne Mar- 
cionists, ‘What new thing did Jesus bring?', 
Irenaeus replied: "He brought all that was new 
in bringing Himself." ‘ 

For one thing, the foremost characteristic 
of his conception of tne Fatnerhnood of God was 
spiritual. He conceives of God in 4 paternal 
relation to individuals, and ne represents Him as 


the Father of tne human spirit. It is to the 


* The Humanity of God, by J.W. Bucknam. P. 45. 
I-Ibid ( A. Deissmenn--precending page.) P. 150 
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great credit of the writer of tne Fourth Gospel 
thet we have such a statement as this: "God is 
a Spirit: and they that worship him must wor- 
ship in spirit and truth." ( John iv: 24.) And 
nowhere does he ettach any value to outward forms 
in the worshiping of God--the secred cult of 
his day contributed nothing to such worship: 
" Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when neither 
in this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, shall ye wor- 
ship the Fether." ( Jonn iv: 21.) Again, a 
Spiritual approach is made by Luke in the inter- 
pretation of the kingdom: "The kingdom of God 
cometh not with observation: neither snall they 
gay, Lo, here { or, There { for lo, the kingdom 
of God is witnin you." (Luke xvii: 20,21.) 

The second outstanding cnaracteristic of 
the conception of God as Fatner which Jesus 
held is that of love: 

"What men is tnere of you, who, if his son 


shall ask him for a loaf, will give him a 
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stone; or if ne snall ask for a fish, will 
give him a serpent? If ye then, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts unto your cnild- 
ren, how much more snall your Father wno is 
in neeven give good things to them tnat 


ask him? “ -- ( Matt. vii: 9-II ) 


It is true that while Jesus does not overlook 
toe place of outward conduct in life as such, he 
does place the emphasis upon the motives of life, 
the greatest of waich is love. By love, one must 
not think of any week sentimentality, but as a 
strong moral force which reacnes down to the low- 
est sinners in humanity and redeems them. It is 
law-abiding in the realm of human relations. of 
this the parable of the 'Ninety and Nine' ( Matt. 
xviii: I2-I4 ) and the parable of tne ' Prodigal 
Son' ( Luke xv: II*32 ) bid well to illustrate, 

Finally, the conception which Jesus had of 
the Fatherhood of God was universal in scope end 
reach. Of.this, one is quite willing to egree 


with Dr. Buckham wnen he said that " His en- 


to JeaJsex 


< 


yas. tc 4xint. don 


10h BAaotWe 
+ eB TF 


snloside-wat 


istead 8n7. ing 


su ead Af 
ar a 
P aae i981 . 


Ut +730 ogtw 7 


28 


vironment and training did not conduce to such 

a faith as this." * In the Old Testament, God 

is called tne ratner of Israel, usually however 

as the Father of Israel only. ( Hos. xi: I ; 
Isaiah 1: 2 ; Deuteronomy viil: 5 ; ete. ) 

It is to be noticed from a study of the Old Testa- 
ment, regerdless of the existence of other peoples 
than tnemselves, the Hebrews considered themselves 
to be the first-born sons of God. ( Exodus iv: 22; 
Jer. 31: 9 3; etc.) And evendown to more recent 
time and to the day of Jesus, himself, publicans 
and Sinners and Samaritans were grouped together 
as being outside of the pale of God's love. It 
was over against tnis narrow exclusiveness that 
Jesus taught the universal Fatnernood of God and 
the brotherhood of man irrespective of nationality 
or social antecedents. Jesus, by thus teaching 
sucn conceptions of God and man, would cause one to 
remark in these words "..we have passed from twi- 


it 
light to full day" with reference to the moral 


history of the race. 
* The Humanity of God, by J. We Buckham. P. 50. 
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And Jesus, himself, was quite aware of the 
newness of his teaching as compared to the status 


quo of his day: 


No man rendetn a piece from a new gar- 

ment and putteth it upon an old garment; else 
he will rend the new, and also the piece 

from the new will not agree with the old. 

And mo man putteth new wine into old wine= 
skins; else the new wine will be spilled, 

and the skins will perish. but new wine 


must be put into fresh wine-skins." 


-- Luke v: 36-38 
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(2) 


The Holiness of God the Father. 


a- Origin and development of tne idea of 
holiness in the Old Testament. 

It is exclusively in the realm of religion, 
where one finds the idea of holiness. "Holiness 
is a great word in religion; it is even more es= 
sential than the notion of God. 

"Real religion may exist without a definite 
conception of divinity, but there is no real ree- 
ligion without 4 distinction between holy and pro- 
fane", writes Dr. Soderblom. * 

It is always this idea of holiness that gives 
birth to the most elemental religious emotions, 
such as fear, awe, and reverence which are always 
inextricably bound up with religious consciousness. 
And in the experience of man relative to God 
whether man be primitive or cultured, ne finds the 
inner springs for nis fear, dread, and reverence 
which usually of sucno a mysterious nature that he 


is unable to fully rationalize toem. Professor 


——— 


* "Holiness"in Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics, 
Article by N. Soderblom, 
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Otto calls it the "non-rational " clement in the 
experience of God; and he argues in nis book, "The 
Idea of the Holy", that this non-rational element 
is absolutely basal in tne experience of in all 
genuine religion. In the course of his argument 
Otto quotes a saying of Tersteegen: "A God com-= 


prehended is no God", * 


To us of today holiness is an ethnical idea, 
It was not always so. In ancient Israelitish re- 
ligion, however, it nad nothing to do with morality 


and purity of life. The ordinary word for ‘holy' 


tf 


in the Hebrew is  Apdzsy Ss: which means 


"separated'. Dr. Bade' writes, " 


tae term 'holy' 
has evidently its original ritual significance 
only and is the exe st equivalent of the Latin 
"sacer', the Greek ' hagios', and the Polynesian 
' taboo'", 

Wonatever belonged to goa was regarded as 


holy; his possessions were holy because they bee 


longed to him; certain acts and ceremonies for him 
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% The Idea of tne Holy, by Otto. Page 25. 
I- The Old Testament in the Light of Today, by 
W. F. Bade’ Page I76. 
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were noly, because they nad to do witn God; certain 
places, seasons, and persons were holy, because 
they were within God's domain. These things were 
seperated from common usage and contact in life 
by receiving supernatural sanction. "Do not 
touch", therefore, was the primary rule of action 
for tne primitive Israelites, In the Book of 
Deuteronomy, the feeling of this primitive, cere- 
monial idea of holiness is quite strong. 
"Jehovah thy God walketh in the midst 
of tny camp, to deliver tnee, and to give 
up thine enemied before thee; 
therefore shall thy camp be holy, that 
ne may not see an unclean tning in thee, 
and turn away from thee." --Deuteronomy 
xxiii; I4. 
Even in the Priestly writings, this idea 
seems to be quite prevelent: 
"For I am Jehovah your God: sanctify 
yourselves therefore, and be ye holy: 
for I am Holy." -=-‘Leviticus xi; 44, 
Dr. Bade' interprets, " be ye noly for I 
am holy", to "keep yourselves in that state of 


of ritual taboo which is acceptable to me." * 


* The Old Testament in the Light of foday, by 
W. F, Bade’. Page I76. 
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Now, in the Old Testament, and behind such 
iy 
ritualistic idea of holiness, the edtions such 
as awe, fear, dread, and reverence and the like, 
appear and move everywhere throughout the whole 
pook: 

“Abraham answered and said, Behold now, 

I have taken upon me to speak unto the 

Lord, who am but dust and asnes." 

--Gen. Xix: 27. 

Professor Otto says, referring to this 
idea, that " it is the emotion of a creature, 
abased and overwhelmed by its own nothingness 
in contast to that whicn is supreme above all 
creatures." * 

Jehovah is considered to the Holy One, both 
awful and terrible in nature as some of toe fol- 
lowing passages indicate: 

"Moreover he seid, I am the God of thy 
father, the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and tne God of Jacob. 

And Mioses nid nis face; for he was 
afriad to look upon God." 
-- Exodus iii: 6. 

"Who is like unto thee, 0 Jehovah, among 
the gods? .Wno is like unto tnee, glorious 


in holiness, fearful in praises, doing 
wonders?" --Exodus xv: II 
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"Who is able to stand before Jehovah, 
the Holy God?" 
--Isaiah vis: 20 


The expression " wrath of God" is frequently 
used to designate God's holiness; "Jehovah is the 
true God; he is the living God, and an everlasting 
King: at his wrath the earth trembleth, and the 
nations are not able to abide his indignation," 

( Jeremian x: IO ) And again, "I have trodden the 
winepress alone; and of the people there was no 
man with me: yea, I trod them in mine anger, and 
trampled them in my wrath." ( Isaiah 63: 3 .) 

The expressions, "His fury", "His jealousy", "a 
consuming fire" are used with a feeling very much 
akin to that of "wrath." #* As an exemple of this 
the Book of Job may be cited, especially the 
twenty-fifth chapter wnere Bildad, the Shuhite is 
made to say the following words: "Dominion and 
fear are with him: He maketh peace in his high 
places." "How much less man, that is a worm! And 
the son of man, that is a worm! " ; In the forty- 
second chapter, Job acknowledges his sins and 

he confesses; 


#% The Idea of the Holy, by Otto, R., page 78 
I. Book of Job, xxvi 2,6, 
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“Wherefore I abhor myself, and repent 
in the dust and ashes." 
--Job xxv; 6. 
Isaiah is the first of the Old Testament 
writers to give the etnical sense of divine hnoli- 
ness a clear emphasis; 


"Holy, holy, holy, is Jehovah of hosts: 
the whole earth is full of his glory." 


--Isaiah vi: 3. 
This fact places Isaiah in the very highest rank 
as a religious seer in the history of Is:ael and 
of the religion of the world; 
"Jenovah of hosts is exalted in justice, 
and God the Holy One is santified in 


rignteousness," 
--Isaian v: I6. 


To Isaiah, Jehovah was an unapporachable God, due, 
chiefly, to his own keen sense of righteousness 

in the social relations of man. He, no doubt, 
felt a great gap between his ideal and the average 
conditions of nis time. Toe following words of 


nis make this clear; 

"woe is me! for I am undone; 
because I am a ian of unclean 
lips, and I dwell in the midst of 
@ people of unclean lips: for mine 
eyes neve seen the King, Jenovan 
of hosts." 

--I[saian vi: 5. 
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Professor Otto writes upon this subject that 
",..it is the feeling of absolute 'profaneness' " 
and that " it is tne positive 'numinous' value 
or worth, and to it corresponds on tne side of 
the creature a numinous ‘'dsivalue' or 'unworth'"*® 
The Psalmists, also, nad learned that higher 
idea of noliness which they experienced in their 
lives, no doubt, by way of experience in penitence 
and by way of exaltation; 

“My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? 

Why art thou so far from helping me, and 
from the words of my groaning?" 
--Psalm xxii: I 

"“Exalt ye Jehovah our God, and 

worship at his footstool: 


Holy is ne." 
--Psalm 99: 5. 


b-The God Consciousness of Jesus as the 
Holy Father. 

According to Dr. Clark we may say that there 
are two aspects in the idea of the divine noli- 


* The Idea of the Holy, by Otto, R., page 53. 


By b> gy eee 
Se AWA DS 


<6 


m BYUTEeTO ant 


“eS th dads benisst bsc .oats ,adat@last ont 


Sieds ol beonsitx 
: _, 


 sanesineg Gi soreliecxe to vaw vd ,tdueb om ,eevil 


. 


isw ¥d bas 


You nexaatot 


“1 
col 


sitertat yiok 


Stent 2 


Qt 


ness, namely the positive and the negative: 
"Holiness is purity, freedom from stain, 
spotless of character"; but, this is 
only the negative aspect of it and 
that is not final nor complete, for, 
"instead of being merely the negation 
of evil, his holiness is tne positive 
goodness that renders evil impossible, 


and is itself complete and unchangeable,"* 


Tne more that knowledge of God grew and 
developed, the more did the idea of God's hnoli- 
ness become identified with moral purity and 
effective goodness. The growth of this thought 
in the Old Testament finally culiminated in later 
times in the supreme life of all nistory, namely 
Jesus Christ. 

Though we see in tne actual life of Jesus, 
the highest possible idea of the divine holiness, 
we never get any clear definition of it from the 


words of nis own moutno. All that we have to go 


a ae i a 


* The Christian Doctrine of God, by W.N. Clark, 
Page 97 
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with this idea of God's holiness. This, he made 
real in his own life. "Indeed", writes Dr. Clarke, 
" the Christian gift in relation to the holiness 
of God is rather an impression than a doctrine,"* 
And as one turns to the pages of the writings of 
the £ourtn Gospel does ne find Jesus calling 
upon God, as the holy: "Holy Fatner, keep them 
in thy name which thou nast given me, that they 
may be one, even as we are." ( Jonn xvii: II ) 
At another place in this Gospel, 'rignteousness' 
is used in place of ' holy' : "0 righteous Father, 
the world knew thee not, but I know thee." 
( John xvii: 25.) The question of holiness was 
for Jesus, first of all, a matter of quality and 
etnics in living. His God alone is holy and it 
is expected that tnose who worship and believe in 
Him should become like Him. 

It is considered as a great autnority that 
Jesus, though sinless himself, could exercise the 


power of forgiving sins: 


ee 


bad The Christian Doctrine of God, by W.N. Clark, 
Pege 97 
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"Son, thy sins sre forgiven" ( Mark ii: 5.) 


"IT say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, 
are forgiven", ( Luke vii: 47 .) 


And at the table of the Last Supper, Jesus took 
@ cup, gave tnanks, and tnen drank thereof, pas- 
sing it on to his disciples: “Drink ye all of 
it; for this is my blood of the covenant, which 
is poured out for many unto remissions of sins." 
(Matt. xvi: 27-28.) 

No man, except Jesus, has ever uttered sucn 
words of autnority. And yet, it is a serious 
mistake to think that Jesus, being conscious of 
his own sinlessness, made the unapproacnable Holy 


One of Israel more easily approachable. " 


For 
the God of toe New Testament is not less holy than 
the God of the Old Testament, but more holy. The 
interval between the creature and Him is not dim- 
inished but made absolute; tne unworthiness of 
tne profane in contrast to Him is not extenuated 
but enhanced," writes Professor Otto.* 

Let us examine the words of Jesus and see 
what his consciousness of the Divine doliness 
actually was. 


Kae wwe en ew awe we eo we ew ew ww ewe OK KM KM ew www NM ew ww ew ew es Wee ew ww ee He SK ee = 


* The Idea of the Holy, by Otto. Page 59. 
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In the Sermon on tne Mount, Jesus forbids the 
disciples to use oaths of any kind, because the 
final words in matters of trutn belong to God 
ratner tnan to man, Jesus made it an unperdonable 
Sin, almost; at least, to him it was a blaspneny 
for one to limit God's mysterious truth by the 
use of an oath: “Swear not at all; neither by 
heaven, for it is the tnrone of God; nor by tne 
earth, for it is tne footstool of nis feet; nor 
by Jerusalem, for it is the city of tne great 
King. Neither shalt thou swear by thy nead, for 
thou canst not make one nair white or black. " 
(Matt. vs: 34-36.) 

Judgment also, according to Jesus, belongs 
to God, the Absolute Majesty, ana not to tne 
' numinous unworthy' ( to be taxen in the broad 
sense.); 

"Judge not, that ye be not judged. For 

witn whet judgment ye judge, ye shall be 
judged: ana with what measure ye mete, 
it shall be measured unto you." 


e-Vatt. vii: I-2. 


= 


aStor Lantt 


of need wentat 


ss Yaa uN 


iM sendten :ife da von inewe" sited os 


Rune t cad | y i ie ¥ Pscy] 
BNGHLe - - ~ 4 a he  s . a 7 bd -8 nh 
a 


— 


ny » , i 
bsotd eco p 


4T 


In these words, we are sure to grasp the 
real significance of this matter of judgment: 

"Tt is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of 
the living God." ( Hebrews x: 31.) 

The Holy Spirit was especially conceived of 
by Jesus as revealing tne divine nature and good- 
ness of God, and also as accomplishing the trens- 
formation of men into His own moral likeness. And 
therefore, the sin against the Holy Spirit was 
regarded as the acme of mans' wickedness. It was 
in the name of the Holy Spirit that Jesus worked 
his nealing miracles in Galilee where, at one 
time, he was accused of casting out devils by the 
prince of devils: 

"He nheth Beelzebub, and, By the 

prince of the demons casteth he 
out demons." --ilark iii: 22. 
And to this Jesus made tne following answer; 

"All their sins snall be forgiven 

unto the sons of men, and their 
blasphemies wherewith soever they 
shall blaspheme: but wnosoever snall 
blaspheme the Holy Spirit hath never 
forgiveness, but is guilty of an 


eternal sin." 
--Mark iii: 28-29. 
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In the thanksgiving of Jesus, we also see 

his consciousness of God's holiness revealed: 
"TI thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven 

and earth, that thou didst hide tnese 

things from the wise and understanding, 

and didst reveal them unto babes." 

-—LUKG Bi 2iy 

At first it may seem that Father and Lord 
are paredoxical; yet, they maintain the unity of 
the holy and the loving nature of God the Father 
in the conscousness of Jesus. God, the loving 
Father was to Jesus the Lord of neaven and earth 
as well. In the prayer named after him, he ut- 
tered these words: 

“Our Father who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name." 
~-Matt. vis 9. 
And the latter half of tnis , Dr. Montefiore in- 
terprets as “May God be universally acknowledged 
and revered on earth", * 

One of the most striking of Jesus' sayings 
is one in which God is shown to be the "Myster- 
ium tremendum", or the "Numinous": 

"Be not afraid of them thet kill the body, 

but ere not able to kill the soul: but 
rather fear him who is able to destroy both 


soul and body in nell." 
--Matt. x: 28. 


* The Synoptic Gospels, by C.G, montefiore, 
Vol. 2, pase IOlL. 
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pr. Allen gives this tne following interpre- 
tation: "In your work of making My teaching public 
you will meet persecution. Fear not physical death, 
But fear the wreath of God egainst unfeitnfulness 
to Him, for He can destroy soul and body together 
in Gehenna." * 

In Gethsemane, ne uttered his profound loyalty 
to God in these words: "Abba, Father, all things 
are possible unto thee; remove this cup from me; 
howbeit not whet I will, but wnat thou wilt." (Mk. 
xiv: 36.) In the thirty-second chapter of the 
Book of Genesis, it is recorded that Jacob wrest- 
led witn God all night until the break of day. 
Significant as this experience may have been, it 
is meager compared with that of Jesus in his great 
inner struggle in Gethsemane. As tne neavens ere 
higher than the earth so wes this experience of 
Jesus deeper than thet of Jacobi- "There is more 
here than the fear of death; tnere is the awe 
of the creature before the 'mysterium tremendun', 


before tne shuddering secret of the numen....... 
* I. ©. C. St. Matthew, page I09. 
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In truth even those who can not recognize ' the 
Holy One of Israel' elsewhere in the God of the 
Gospel must at least discover Him here, if they 
have eyes to see at all," writes Professor Otto.* 
In Jesus' quest of the will of God, which is the 
property of true faith alone, we see also a peculi- 
ar element in this, called " the element of fas- 
cination", by Otto. On the pare! Jesus did not 
say, "My Father, My Fatoer"; but he cried out 

in a tone of agony, both physical and spiritual, 
"My God, my God, why hast tnou forsaken me?" ( Mark 
xv; 324. ) The process, which was taken by Jesus 
from "Abba Father," is rightly to be understood, 
only by experiencing for ourselves that same 
reality which Jesus experienced rélative to these 
ideas of God. "He learnt", writes Bousset, " that 
God was terrible, and that an awful darkness and 
dread encricled Him even for those who stood 


nearest to Him." 


* The Iqea of the Holy, by Otto, R., page 88. 
I.Jesus, by W. Bousset, page II2. 
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The Love of God the Fether. 


a a a ES 


a-Tne Idea of the Love of God in the Old 


Testament. 


It is quite possible to trace the various 
steps in the Old Testament through which the 
idea of love was developed. First, and the most 
primitive idea of love was based upon sex. “And 
it came to pass efterward, that he loved a woman 
in the valley of Sorek, whose name was Dellilah." 
( Judges. xvi: 4.) Following this, in all prob- 
ability, came parental love. "Now Israel loved 
Joseph more than all his cnildren, because he 
was the son of his old ege." ( Gen. xxxvii: 3.) 
Tnoen came the development of friendship, first 
between man and man: "Jonathan is slain upon the 
high places. I am distressed for thee, my brother 


Jonathan: Very pleasant hast thou been unto me; 
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Thy love to me was wonderful, Passing the love 
of women". ( II Sam. i: 25-26.) When we come 
to the prophet Hosea, we find the first develop- 
ment of the traditional element in love and 
gave it a high and pure meaning. It was through 
his own domestic tragedy with a wife wno proved 
unfaitaful to him that he learned the idea of 
God's love to a wayward people. He has a long 
sweep back into the nistory of Israel in his inter- 
pretation of God's love for Israel: "When Israel 
was a child, then I loved him, and called my 
son out of Egypt." ( Hosea xi: I. ) Hosea could 
not help thinking of God's love as one that was 
betrayed by anirreverent people in the same manner 
has the betrayal of his own love by his wife, 
Gomer. He declared, therefore, thet there was 
@ better way of dealing with God tnan the ordinary 
conventional external systems of sacrifice and 
the like. Listen to his own words: 

"Tl desire love and not sacrifice; 

the knowledge of God and not 


burnt offering." 
--Hosea vi: 6. 
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And since Hosea's time, love became one of the 
principles of everyday of life among the Hebrews. 
And tne Book of Deuteronomy is said to nave been 
written upon this: 

“Only Jehovah had a delight in thy 

fethers to love them, and ne choose 

their seed after them, even you 

above all peoples, as at this day." 

--Deuteronomy x; 15. 

And according to Deuteronomy, love is 4 mutual 
affair and while God loves Israel, Israel must 
love in return: 

"And thou shalt love @ehovah thy God 

with all thy heart, end with all thy 

soul, and with all thy might." 


--Deuteronomy vi: 5. 


In this matter, Jeremiah decleéres: 
"Jehovah appeared of old unto me, 
saying, ‘Yea, I nave loved thee with 
an everlasting love; therefore with 
lovingkindness have I drawn thee." 


--Jeremiah xxxi: 3. 


Instead of the word ' love' the term ' mercy ' is 
used in the Psalms: 


"Jehovah is good to all; 
And his tender mercies are over all his words." 


--Ps. cxlv: 9 
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It is to be noticed, however, that mercy 
is extended to all who observe God's commandments; 

“and showing loving kindness unto 

thousands of them that love me and 
keep my commandments." 
@-Ex. xx: 6, 

As long es the idea of love in Israel remains 
nationalistic, it also remains narrow and discrin- 
inatoryi- 

"But it is not too much to say", seys Dr. Cor- 
nill, "that the entire faith and theology of lat- 
er Israel grew out of Hosea, that all its character- 


istic views and ideas are first to be found in 


his book, '"'* 


ee a ee re ee 


b=- The God Consciousness of Jesus as the 


Loving Father, 


In the Gospel of Mark, it is recorded that 
a certain scribe came to Jesus to inquire: "What 


commandment is tne first of all?" ( Mark xii: 28 ) 


ee —————— —a—ees 


* The Prophets of Israel, by C.H. Cornill. P. 53 
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And Jesus replied: "Tne first is, Hear, O Israel; 
the Lord our God, the Lord is one: and thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul; and with all thy mind, and with all 
thy strength. The second is this, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other 
commandment greeter than tnese." ( Mark. xii: 29-31) 
rere ere Old Testament teacnings. One comes 
from the Book of Deuteronomy, vi: 4 ; and the other 
is taken from Leviticus, xix; I8. This gives 
one an idea of now closely tne Old Testament and 
the teachings of the New Testament ere related 
» at least, from a historical point of view. To 
be sure, there is a tremendous difference between 
the love which Jesus had and the love which was 
teught in the Old Testament. 

Fa one thing, the Old Testament writers 
did not seem to be able to overpass the nation- 
alistic conceptions of deity. The Israelities, 
like most other peoples, considered themselves to 


be especially favored of God, Amos gives ex- 
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pression to this in a quite typical fashion: "You 
only have I known of all the families on the 
earth: Tnerefore I will visit upon you all your 
iniquities." ( Amos iii: 2.) But when we come 
to Jesus, a much wider and deeper conception of 
love is found. He gives the term "Father" a 
profound meaning--deep as the human spirit, it- 
self. His love overleaps, race, nationality, 
sex, and space and time. To Jesus, love was 

the stuff out of which the universe was made-- 
it is the very essence of life--tne Ultimate 
Nature of all taoings: 

"Gonsider the lilies of the field, how they 
grow; they toil not, neither do they spin; 
yet I say unto you, that even Solomon in 
all his glory was not arrayed like one of 
these, 

But if God doth so clothe tne grass of the 
field, which to-day is and to-morrow is 
cast into the oven, shell he not mucn more 
clothe you, O ye of little faith?" 

-~- Matt. vi: 
28-30 

"Behold the birds of the heaven, that sow 

not, neither do they reap, nor father into 


barns; and your heavenly Father feedeth 


-- Matt. vi: 
26. 
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“Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? 
and not one of them shall fall on the 
ground without your Father." 

---Matt. x: 29 

"He maketh his sun to rise on the evil 
and the good, and sendeth rain on the 
just and the unjust." ---Matt. vi: 45. 

Out of darker ages than our own, there 

spring up, very often, bright and sparkling 
fountains of great joy and life. Adversity 
seems to be essential towerds shading in 

the deepest meanings of life. Jesus nad no 
where to lay his head, and yet, who ever was 

&@ more radiant character tnan he? ( No 'glady- 
glady' sentimentality in his joy ) "No other 
religious teecher of mankind speaks so lovings= 
ly of Nature. Whether he refers to her order... 
her mystery....or her restfulness and freedom 
from care.....He saw in all these varying as- 
pects a revelation of tne goodness of God," 


writes Dr. Simpson. * Usually the words which 


Jesus used to express his feelings were of the 


* Landmarks in the Struggle between Science 


and Religion, by J. G. Simpson. Page 259 
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poetical language, but more still, they were pro- 
foundly religious. He is not a nature-worshipper; 
he worships the Spirit behind nature's menifest 
forms. The blue skies, the calm seas, tne grac- 
ious palm-trees, birds, fishes, grasses, stones, 
and all of tne beautiful forms of nature were to 
nim the manifest revelations of God. The mountain 
with its lonely grandeur was to Jesus as the lap 
of God. He knew that tnere were times that a man 
needed a mountain wore than a fellow and that is 
one reason way ne often resorted thither to pray. 
But one can only realize his core ciousness of 
God, the Fatner when ne sees now he lived among 
his fellow men; 

“Woat man is there of you, who, if his son 
shall ask him for a loaf, will give hima 
stone; or if he shall ask for a fish, will 
give him a serpent? If ye tnen, being 
evil, Know how to give good gifts unto 
your children, how mucn more shall your 
Father who is in neaven give good things 
to them that ask him?" 

--iiatt. vii: 9-II. 


As it was already ninted at in this treatise-- 


to love is to know; to know is to love. God's 
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love, for Jesus, was the kind tonat comes only by 
experience. His love can easily be explained in 


"For 


family relations of the hignest sort. 
your Fether knoweth what tnings ye have need of, 
before ye ask him." ( Matt. vis 8.) Why should 
not tne true and the living God respond to the 
prayers of His caoildren? ( Let not the reader 
sneer at this--the writer does not mean the little 
selfish whims and desires of men though these too 
are very often answered. ) "Ask, and it snail 

be given you; seek, and ye saall find; knock, 

and it snall be opened unto you: for every one 
toat asketn receivetn; and ne taat seeketh find- 
eth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened." 
( Matt, vii: 7-8.) Again, God's love, as Jesus 
knew it, was not an innate sentiment, but an age 
gressive and seeking force wanting completion. 

It is very like tne situation of a family circle 
which is incomplete by the loss of one of its 
members, even if that one be the least: "But 


the very hairs of your head are all numbered." 


{ Luke xiii 7.) 


"ee ulne ania taid She any eaw ,suestl tol SVOE 
Gf Sentatoxs ed (f[iene ass evcl sik .eenestéuxs 
<0". .Jig0 thetale ent %¢ EnolsJALSe Ping® 

$00 D860 SVS Sy UButat tale ctowond vended TVOY 

' biveria cis (eG aiv attak ) "“.mirl wea ay Ss1cled 
Sid Of Daegess sof gnivid on7 On6 oid and Fort. 

/ beet Slit 267 vol) theibLidc elf Ye ate tsig 
eiidts Sb Week son aeub «es iiw-ssig<<etsd De te658 
OG! esanJ sips Asi Ic Satigeb ins eerie tisiifes 
ffeda gf ins ,MBi” “( .bevowena abtte Yiev sts 
en0Ond chat? ILais oy bia ,deee {voy Aerts od 

ane Prevs ToT i woy ogni Lesage sd Linge” ot. Bas 

SPRLT O86qeen Sst si hae intevianay ivetes Jang 
Mebeneqo ed (fast ¢1 ntexoonx vans min ot bags 2026 
BUGS @2 ,sVol a’ Soh .niaaa (,8-) i Lieoletan 4 
“MS cf 2yd (Jrenlinss SC SGii ce Jon aaw IL werd. 
AGLISLGWOO Znitnaw eot51 wildésa Boe ovlieesta 
Ofoei5 ¢lims) 6 Yo R6lsaudte sn; Saif yter al gt 


@J!i to eAc to Seci an? VG etefomoont at coladw 


",Cetcdaunt Sis ¢ia asd “woo 


; vue” tieee!- ens ed enc Tao if seve .sitedgenL 
‘VCY 70 Bilsh ytey sag 
: : 

7 


\ +) pilin euut ) 


54 


In another way, tne seme idea is taught in the 
parable of the Ninety and Nine, "Even so it is 
not the will of your Father who is in heaven, 
that one of these little ones should perish." 
( Matt. xviii: I4. ) “If man is spiritual," 


" 


writes Bishop Temple, and tne stars are not, 
then God is vastly more conerned about the self- 
isnoness of a child than about tne wreck of a 
soler-system."* Furthermore, tne love of God, the 
Fatner is tne forgiving love, as one can clearly 
see from the parable of the Prodigal Son: "But 

it was meet to make merry and be glad: for this 
thy brotner was dead, and is alive again; and was 
lost, and is found." ( Luke xv: 5#32.) The love 
of God is impartial, " He makes his sun to rise 
on the evil and tne good, and sendethn rain on toe 
just and the unjust." ( Matt. v: 45. ) 

It is this kind of love which casteth out all 
fear, morbid worries, selfisn anxieties, and other 
unwholesome factors, " Wnico of you be being an- 
Xious can aad one cubit unto the measure of his 
like." ( Matt. vis 27- ) In addition to this, | 


bed Christ the Truth, by Bishop Temple. Page II5. 
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Jesus says, "Tnoerefore I say unto you, Be not 
anxious for your life, what ye snall eat, or what 
ye snall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye 
shall put on. Is not life more tnan the food, 
and tne body tnan the raiment?" ( Jatt. vi: 25.) 
"Be not anxious for tne morrow: for tne morrow 
will take care of itself. Sufficient unto tne 
day is evil thereof." ( Matt. vi: 34. ) The 
Simple chnild-lixe trust whicno is here revesled 
in Jesus to his God is unlike tnat of any otner 
in history: "Never in the life of any man was 
God such a living reality as in the life of 
Jesus." * From tne prayer, which is comsonly cal- 
led of us, ° the Lord's preyer * one can see how 
tne life of Jesus swept tne wnole gamut of numan 
life--from toings material to things spiritual. 
Toroughout most of the Old Testament, God's 
holiness is considered more important than His 
love. While with Jesus this was given a little 
different emphasis. to nim God was noly because 


He was loving--thne two become inextricably bound 
*# Jesus, by Bousset. Page 47. 
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together--God could not be one without the other. 
To show the change of emphasis in this matter from 
the Old Testament to the New Testament, the fole 
lowing quotations will show, respectively: 


“How much less man, tnat is a worm! 
And the son of man, that is a wom! 


--Job xxv; 6. 

"T thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, that tnou didst nide these 
things from the wise and the understand= 
ing, and didst reveal tnem unto babes." 


e-Matt. xis 25. 


From tnis one can see development from the 
“worm-idea" of man in tne Old Testament to the 
"babe-idea" in the New Testament. In the Old 
Testament, God lives in man and speaks tnrougna 
man, but in Jesus one sees man living in God so 
that he speaks through God. In the Old Testament 
God appears in the scope of man; in Jesus man 
appears in tae scope of God tne Fatner....."Are 
ye not Gods", Jesus once told his adversaries. 
And it is quite safe to say tnat tne Old Testa- 


ment ideal that of man being crested in tne image 
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of God finds its best fulfillment in tne person 
of tne Christ. Within the New Testament, Jesus 
speaks of himself as the "Son of man" or "Son of 
God" with much freedom and no lack of authority. 
Whenever he calls himself by this name, he 
speaks with utmost sincerity and reality: 

"All things have been delivered unto me 

of my Father: and no one knowetn the Son 

save toe Fatner; neither doth any know the 

Fatner, save tne Son, and ne to whomsoever 

the Son willeth to reveal him." ( Matt.xi: 

te ie 

"Po build tne Family of God, where all members of 
society will dwell in right relations with the 
Father and with each other, is the supreme object- 
ive of Jesus"* From Jesus's own words, as Mat- 
thew records them, we nave: 

"Love your enemies, and pray for tnem 

tnat persecute you; that ye may be sons 

of your Fether whoo is in neaven." 


--liatt. vi 45. 
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* Jesus or Christianity, by Kirby Page. P 5. 
( Pamphlet.) 
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Chapter III 


The God Consciousness of Jesus 


As Revealed Through Prayer. 


(I) 


THE PRAYER HERITAGE 
OF JESUS. 


"Prayer is the neart and soul of religion", 
writes Professor F. deiler in his book which he 
calls ‘'Prayer'. Prayer is as old as mankind and 
as wide as the world, itself. In buddhism, also, 
if prayer is understood in tne broad sense, -- 
".,.,thnere is the Buddhist prayer as an expression 
of earnest faith, determined intention, as a 
means of self-perfection in Buddnist ideals."* 
Prayer was practiced by our most primitive an- 
cestors--by animists and polytneists alike. In 
our present-day sophistry we feel that prayer is 


non-essential and even naive, but let a crisis 


* Article, 'Prayer-Buddhist' -- Encyclopedia 
of Religion and Ethics, by M. Anesaki. 
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befall us and we naturally flee to prayer. To 
our primitive forefathers, the world wes a mysteri- 
ous creation anc the ways tnereof were nidden to 
him. Hence, he lived in fear ana trembling and 
out of tnis mood, he celled upon sod for nelp and 
protection. Scholars nave agreed upon tne debrew 
word, “tephillah" to mean prayer. Originally, it 
meant “ to cut", or “ to rend", i.e., to shedd 
bload on the part of the body of tne one praying 
so that tne deity could be influenced somewhat.* 
Sacrifices became part of the prayer ritual in 
later times in order to appease the deity more 
effectively. 

Toe Israelites develoved a unique cnoarecter 
in tneir prayers down through tneir long religious 
history. Taeir deepest joys and profoundest sor- 
rows found vent in tneir prayer-life. Their 
great leaders and seers--the patriarchs, the judges, 
the kings and princes, tne propnets, ana tne 


priests were men of prayer for tne most part. 


* Article 'Prayer' , Encyclopedia Biblica, 
by T.K. Cneyne 
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Abraham was called a friend of God partly due to 
nis prayerful life. His prayer for the salvat- 
ion of Sodom and Gomorrna ( Genesis xviii: 23-33) 
is evidence of this. Moses was pre-eminently a 
man of prayer and a great intercessor for his 
peoples~ "Oh, tnis people nave sinned a great 
sin, and nave made them gods of gold. Yet now, 
if thou wilt forgive their sin --; and if not 
blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou 
hast written." ( Exodus xxxli: 31-32.) Samuel 
was aman of prayer; he cried "unto Jenovah all 
night" on behalf of Saul's welfare. ( I Samuel 
xv; II. ) David, though a warrior king, was 
given to much prayer. ( II Samuel vii: 26 ) 
Solomon prayed for wisdom and judgment. ( I Kings 
4443592) One may add at this point that it 

is not so much the prayer, important as that 

may be, as it is the quality and kind of prayer. 
Solomon shows the right attitude in prayer when 


oF 
ne prays for wisdom and judgment. Crude as it 
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may appear to us of today, Hlijah, that strange 
and weird prophet of old, prayed to win his con- 
test against the prophets of Baal whom he then 
Slew by the sword of his own hand. ( I Kings xviil 
To be sure, the prophets of Baal prayed also, 
And so one is thrown upon the direction, quality, 
and nature of prayer rather than tne mechanical 
means of prayer. 

With the advent of the eighth century, it 
is quite possible to note a change in prayer right 
along this line. Israel's propnets and religious 
leaders record an advance in the ethicel tone of 
their prayers. 48 a good example of this progress 
and also quite typical are the prayers of Amos 
and Hosea, as follows: 

"QO Lord Jehovah, forgive, I beseech thee; 

how shall Jacob stand? for he is small." 


--Amos vil: 2. 


"Sow to yourselves in rignteousness, 
reap according to kindness; break up 


your fallow ground; for it is time 
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to seek Jehovah, till he come and 
rain righteousness upon you.” 


-~eHosea. ix: I2 


While these two prophets were concerned with 
the moral aspect of religion, it is not until 
Isaiah came upon the scene that this element 
was given a definite and widespread considerat- 
ion: 

"When ye soread forth your hands, 

I will hide mine eyes from you; 

Yea, when ye make many prayers, 

I will not hear: your are 

are full of blood. Wash you, - 

make you clean; put away the evil 

of your doings from before mine 

eyes; cease to do evil." 


--Isaiah i: I5-16 


Jeremiah nas been called, of others, " the 
father of prayer." He was a great personality 


sensitive to the ruinous elements of human 
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weal. He was moved deeply from within by egrief 
and sorrow over the adverse course of his own 
people: 

“QO Jehovah, my strength, end my strong- 
hold, and my refuge in the day of afflicte 
ion, unto thee shall the nations come 
from the ends of the eartn, and shall 
sey, Our Fathers have inherited naught 
but lies, even vanity and things wherein 


there is no profit." ~-Jeremiah xvi: I9 


With the downfall of the nation and its 
captivity into Babylon, tne people developed a 
system of liturgy of which the Book of Psalms 
is an attestation. Scholar, for a large part, 


maintain that the pronoun "I" and "me" in these 


Psalms really mean "we" and "us", i.e., the 
Israelites as a people of God. Of course, one 
can find many prayers of the individual and 
personal kind without naving any bearing upon 


the community as a whole, 
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From tnese Psalms one can note the wide 
range of human experience which is covered: 
praise, gratitude, supplication, repentance, 
sorrow, and joy. They gather up the experience 
of the race up to this time in their nistory. 
Thorough them all runs a vivid consciousness of 
God reality and Divine Purpose in the affairs 
of man. Perhaps there is no people in the world 
who could equal Israel in their religious ex- 
perience and insight. 

Before we leave tne Old Testament, the 
Book of Job ought to be mentioned, By some it 
receives higher estimation than even the Book of 
Psalms. And this is due to its profound religious 
problem which it attempts to deal with, namely 
that of suffering. Prayers are to be found through- 
out its writings. 

As we turn to Judaism, three great elements 
come to the forefront, namely, almsgiving, prayer, 
and fasting. "Good is prayer with fasting and 
alms and te ae pe is tne key-note of this 


period of israel's history. However, prayer 
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is valued above either fasting or almsgiving. 


Fasting was considered merely as a negative side 


of prayer, while almsgiving a natural outcome 


of it. 


By the time that Jesus arrived, the prayer 


life of Israel had grown into a definite system 


with stated hours, prescribed forms, and with 


particular postures. Dr. David Smith is well 


fitted to instruct on this matter. "Standing," 


he says, “" was the prescribed attitude, and the 


face must be turned toward the Sanctuary. Eigh- 


teen prayers must be offered daily; and, if the 


hour of prayer found the man riding on an ass, 


he must dismount and assume the due posture; if 


it found him in the street, he must stana and 


pray on the spot." * Right along this line, the 


New Testament, itself can be quoted: 


* 


"They love to stand and pray in 
the synagogues and in the corners 
of the streets, that they may be 
seen of men." <= Matt. vii 5. 


In the Days of His Flesh, by David Smith. P. 103. 
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This ostentatious aspect in the prayer-life 
of Judaism, as can be seen from the verse just 
quoted, has been dwelt upon to a large extent, by 
scholers. This may lead to prejudice and to the 
overlooking of the higher qualities of Judaism's 
prayer-life. And to avoid any judgment of this 
sort, these words from Dr. Montefiore will help: 
"We, on our part, should never be tempted to exag- 
gerate, if Coristian criticism were limited to 
the insistence that tnere must have been many bad 
Jews--bad Pharisees, bad Scribes--in the days of 
Jesus. But Christian citicism goes much further, 
It attacks the Rabbinic religion as such; it at- 
tacks Judaism as such,"* 

We must not forget the fact that Judaism is 
the mother-religion of Christianity, at least, to 
a large degree, Judaism has done much to develop 
Christianity, that is, provided for such possibility 
of development. It was, nowever, much more a priest- 
ly religion than a prophetic one and pernaps that 
is the thing which causes much of the criticism. 


* The S,;noptic Gospels, by C.G. Montefiore, Vol.II, 
page 95. 


etil-tey2ty ent at doegas evotisdnetac eidt 
weet Satev sat ToTl nese od nao ee ,wGlabut to. 
‘Ye ,dmelxes sytsl 2 oF Soqu Sfoewd need sed +beJoup: 
‘929 ct bre eotiuietg of bsef vam alat ,etefonoa 


SR GaLAbET Yo eet tieup venytn ent to soticoftevo 


: a ‘eint te tnemsiet yoa blove od SrA Sti L-reyerg 
. » tqfent Ofte ah ine ‘IT moti Siiow seent , toa 
- sgaxe: ot betemed ed even Dlveda .dtaq TG 9 ow" 


7 od besinit otew meatoltinxne nefttersnd T seda'Te8 
: he se ya Reed evan tevm tend Sand eonevealsnl sas 
Yo eyes Ons of-*ssiixoe Sed .aseatisn¢ Ssd~--awel 
:  yatetitent WiSu Be0n matotiio naitelssd tue .evest 
‘eta Si ¢Howa as nofaifes oiniddan edd aiestia FT 
** dove as wetebut axond 

et ‘ba tabi tant Soai ond repion gon Jaun oF 

5 SF waact te .yttosisetsad 10 nots! forteddom wid: 
i : @Sisveb of own snob est ma tabu, Se7TgZ8h ogtet a 

UtLLtdteacd dum rot bebivogq ,at sen3 .¥einaliveltrdo- 
_ stasing @ ovem fowm vovewon ([8W Jl .dnemgoleve® to 


: Pauls BQecteq Onn eho oftenqotg = aang aoly ties ae 


iy 


Holtdw = tig — ia! all 


on OSH as 


67 


(2) 


_JESUS' TEACHING UPON PRAYER. 


There is a single principle wnoich seems to 
run through the whole of Jesus' teaching. de 
would naturally react, being the type of character 
he was, to the sacredotal and conventional religion 
of the Jews which had generally squeezed, go to 
speak, the Spirit out of life. It was the emphasis 
upon spiritual values wnich Jesus stood Tore ; 
The Pharisaic system he denounced with hot Nw Merce 
ive, To him it was a sham and a pretense, It was 
substituting outward forms for real and vital ine 
ward quality. One day, Jesus was asked by ea 
Samaritan woman whether it was Jerusalem or Gerizim 
where men should worship to which he made reply; 
“Women, believe me, the hour cometh, 
when neitner in tnis mountain, nor in 
| Jerusalem, shall ye worship the Father 
eesserthe nour cometh, and now is, when 
the true worshippers snall worship the 


Father in spirit and truth: for such 
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doth the Father seek to be his worshippers. 
God is a Spirit: and they that worship him 
must worship in spirit and truth". 


esJohn iv: 21,23,24. 


Whether the story is historical or not makes 
very little different to the meaning and significance 
of it. It certainly is symbollical of the real 
truth of the situation, both now and then. 

Again, fasting was considered to be a mwerit- 
orious custom in his day, though this was not con- 
sidered to be part of religious duty--if people 
were to fast, it had to be the outgrowth of some 
vital devotion to some high and noble purpose:- 

“Gan the sons of the bridechamber fast, 
while the bridegroom is with them? as long as they 
have the bridegroom witn them they cannot fast. 

But the day will come, when the bride- 
groom shall be taken away from them, and then 


will they fast in that day." ( Mark ii: I9-20) 


"Moreover wnen ye fast, be not, as the 
hypocrites of a gad countenance; for they dis- 


figure their faces, that they may be seen of 
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men to fast......-But thou, when thou fastest, 
anoint thy head, and wash thy face; that taou 
be not seen of men to fast, but of thy Father 
who is in secret, snall recompense thee." 


--Matt. vi: I6*18 


On another occasion while he was seated at the 
entrence of the Temple and watching the people 
pay in their tithes, he saw & poor widow cast in 
two mites--listen: 
"This poor widow cast in more than all 
they that are casting into the treasury: 
for they all did cast in of their super- 
fluity; but she of her want did cast in 
all that she had, even all her living." 


“--Mark xii: 43. 


The meaning of this is obvious in more ways than 
one, It is applicable in a multitude of ways to 
everyday life and yet which organized Christianity 
seems hardly to be aware of in its practices. 
Jesus saw behind the outward act to the heart 

out of which the act came. He weighed the cir- 
cumstances justly and refused to make estimates 
from the standards of society. Ostentstion and 


show usually meant sham and nypocricy to hin. 


sneinas Hous ueiw woods TUG....4..d88t OF mom 
Bont dais yesoat yit aosw oae ,basi ys tntere 
wertai qid to dud .Jsat oF now to aeep son od 
* eedt sanesumcos1 I farie .tersea Bl sl onw 


6i=-31 iv .ttar-- 


ens ta Sefaee asw en eildw aclesose tsdsons A0- 
efeoey eid Shinesaw ons eloust sat to eomaadne 
‘Rt fa85 wodiw s¢0q 4 was oc ,aedtis tiene at yaq 
steti--aetin ows 
die aads oxen of tas9 woblw 100g ata” 
PUIWESSIS oct osn! saiteso ete Sass yood 
wmeque tent ic al ¢sss bib iis yedst te2 
at $680 O25 tnsw ie io ene sud pyt Lal 
* oaivit ten iff mevs .Sad sria deat tle 


ate siix atei== 


“Haod Syee etcx ol avotvoo 2: aids te satason eAT 


OS Byaw to shesitiua s a! sidsotraye af $Y -vene 


aG6Sl39s% eit ot to eiaws ed oft vy fbtad angen 
Steen elt of joa Staytuc Sif Lolied wae apaeG> 

7ai0 Ot Ssisisw ok .smao toe ads aatew to due 
Selealtas Otis o¢ betu'tst brava (iteul sesmagaemuo 

- Boe gotestnasac sWwelsca Io sbtsinsca sf gost 


emin of yottoogyn bos mana tracy (ilavey wore: 
‘ 7 = 


« 


Retaeifielinod Sevinasio doluw to, ins eth Ysiyteve 


70 


And thus it was the quality of prayer rather than 
almsgiving or fasting that Jesus was mostly con- 
cerned with. Communion with God, the Father, was 
for Jesus the real holy of holies and into this 

we would strenuously refuse the entrance of any- 
thing worldly. He knew that if the fountain-head 
were polluted, the whole streem would become 
dirty. And the thing he guarded against most was 
“the leaven of the Pharisees " , i.e., duplicity, 
sham, and hypocricy----no doubt, he hated to see 
men who "loved to stand and pray in the synagogues 
and in the corners of the streets, in order to 

be seen of men." "“Woen ye pray", said Jesus, 
"ye shall not be as the hypocrites;....But thou 
when thouk prayest, enter into thine inner chamb- 
er, and having shut thy door, pray to thy Father 
who is in secret." ( Matt. vis 5-6.) If one 
will but sit down in the presence of this saying 
and listen to it speak for a while, its meaning 
will become quite obvious and thus much of the 
'pittle-pattle’ argumentation of veneer character 


will disappear into thin air. Those who are loud 


“pend ascites teyatq to ysiterp ons saw th eudd bed 
= =Neo ylvaom #aw avast. Jans anid¢est to salvigamta 
S BRY . Tenses ody G00 tit fw nolpumnoG .Astw besrreo 
-* Sind cénit bne ssifon tc tion [ser ent evest tot 
sys ‘lo sonsténe si¢ eeutex vievounette 5 lnow- ow 


_ beeitvatstawe’ edd ti saiic wom ef .y¥fbiaes ari tait 


> @m0ged bivew maeite efconw ort .Detul leg stew 
Rew daem Joniage bebisua oA aning ord ord «ydals 
Setorewe ce 0,2 » " a@ooelisn? sat to neveet ede ™ 
: 988 of Bets en ~dund on----yottoog yd ona nade 
- asegousnys ene al yatq Sma ioade of bevel” onw nom 
a ¢ 


(O03 tebre nl ,2i9et3s oft Io eisateo sid ot Sas 


<BWeet bias ,"yaxwy ey ceriw" "fea lo nees od 


—— 
= 


7 / oad OURr ss ERPS IroCg ys Sad sa ed Jon [isae sy 
-adimpaua ‘tent eaize’ Sint teins ,testatq guodd enw’ 
— tedd sy Yet Os YATE 616Gb vi) tins snivad bas ,'te 
“Oho fl (e-2 tiv sitesi ) “.tocose of af one ; 
Seiyes aiat To eomesetg cad nt awed tis gud Lite 
ghinesn evi ,efinw #8 t0T xeece Fi ot nesaie tie 
= gens 20° som sunt bas auoivdo az ivp encosd tite 
dejoeteio teeney te noltetasuuyts ‘eldssq-elss iq’ 


Swot ets ow eaor? .2te ind ognt itseqqseth [itw 
‘ , a a 


: my amas 


r 


TD 


and glib in their Christian professions but short 
on practice would either fall under his divine 
mercy or his righteous indignition, In his 
parable of the Pharisse and the Publican, he makes 
this very clear: 

"..eBut the publican, standing afar off 
would not lift up so much as his eyes unto 
heaven, but smote his breast, saying, ‘God, 
be thou merciful to me a sinner, 

"I say unto you, This man went down to his 
house justified rather than the other: 
for everyone that exalteth himself shall be 


humbled; but ne that humbleth hnimself 


shall be exalted." 
--Tuke xviii: II-I4. 


These words ought not to be taken in the ordinary 
stereotyped manner as often the case is in our 
Sunday School system, but as words thet are full 
of practical reality which has come out of the 
personal experience of man who took life seriously. 
These words are not cheap--they are bought with a 
price, 

Jesus did not care for beautiful language 
nor literary perfection, important as these may 
be in their place, in prayer. He wanted utter 


sincerity and that alone could suffice. Prayer 
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must be a spontaneous affaire=-childlike:- 
"In praying use not vain repetitions, 
as the Gentiles do: for they think 
that they shall be neard for their 


much speaking." --iiatt. vi: 7. 


"Beware of scribes,.......for a pre- 
tence make long prayers." 


w-niark xii: 38, 40. 


Jesus knew this sort of thing to be vain and 
he condemned it on that ground. "Your Father," 
said he, "znoweth what things ye have need of, 
before ye ask him." ( Matt. vi: 8. ) And in 
answer to the critic who say, "Then wnat is the 
use of praying at all?" we might add that there 
is all the more use, since prayer enables God 
to do His will in us through prayer. Thus 
Jesus taught; 

"Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, 

and ye shall find; knock, and it shall 

be opened unto you: for every one that 

asketh findeth: and to him that knocketh 


it shall be opened. " --Matt vii: 7-8, 
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And prayer without feithn, of the right sort, was 
too weak to be of any real value to anybody, ace 
cording to Jesus: "All things, whatsoever ye ask 
in prayer, believing, ye shall receive." ( Matt. 
KEL? 22.) 

It would be well for us, in this study, to 
take a look into the Lord's Prayer. Matthew's 
Gospel gives the one which is usually accepted 
and for the purposes of this study, the same 
-will be considered: 

“Our Fetner who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done, as in neaven, so on earth. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive our debts, as we also have 

forgiven our debtors. 

And bring us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from the evil one." 

“-Matt. vis 9-13 
--Luke. xi; 2-4, 

Jesus never intended to give his disciples 
any form of prayer and it may be doubtful whether 
he would sanction the average manner in which 


this prayer is said today. What he wanted was 


experience*-not formula. "It is a remarkable 


any .ttce 2hy1% anv to 


™BS «Yoodyns of sulsy fee-x 


Mee Sy Tevsvat srw asnint 14° 


s088K ) “,evleoey Lian SY 


Gy . Voids atng wt 
a‘ WSs Tan 


<i: tot 
eEOlS1T a Sto] 
Seiqeoos yilaway sf doicx 


S656 SG .ybuss atas tc 


Foal Ol tig 


Oban YAS ed bewollan 

9855 wobgntd ¥aT 

sebiae | +e os dievaes at BSB ,2005 ad Ifiw 

He YSo ely ey evis 

s800e5 ayo SVi5TOU Dad 
<8 1O7 des 
OLS sdqmes etal toa 

*ORO Live of4 wort ay 


S9V8a OSLa ow fs 


& 


<l=e piv +t ay~= 
ses tis ae a 


S6lalpath ain es od 


6isenw Lytiduch sr Tam 22 
Saw Sefaew sd foot .ysbe. 
Sidattanot s at gt” 


HELel sucrid tw tey~etg bad 


flew sd &luow oT 


Osiae tn 


SES %6yeiq to mrot Yas 
SSthiw of venues ss ass ys Sait gol 


x6 Linx t Jc "seen a Ke 


via to ed of geew eos 
(20898 of aalbyos ~ 
gilved leg’ .1SY¥aig al 


( 2S tixx 


Sid osnl #ool gp astas 
Ene SAF sevig L[eqasp 
BSeoqtus af3 yt Bae 


ibe reLlanos. od Litw= 
Onw tedéa® ayoh 


Yt 


Tyo fLoevisiot 
SY yoitd Bra 
tevileb stud 


‘<@VOO siast 
‘ones Sivow oe 


bisa at <eyerg atc 


74 


prayer," writes Dr. Klausner, " universal in its 
appeal, earnest, brief end full of devotion."* 
That this is true, one need not deny; but that 
there is a greet personality behind this forn, 


one could do well to empnasize more. 


(3) 


THE PRAYERS OF JESUS. 


Before entering to the prayers of Jesus, 
it might be well to stop and consider his own 
prayer-nabit,. 

Judging from his own teaching upon prayer, 
we cannot doubt that he did mucn praying nimself. 
His communion witn God must have been constant 
--anert--his life. To take this element out of 
his life would ruin his character to us just as 
it would spoil white light by extracting one of 
its seven colors. Tne Gospel writers were not 
neglectful to meke notice of tnis. Records are 


given of the manner, time, and places of nis 


—- 


* Jesus of Nazareth, by Dr. Klausner. Page 387 
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preying. We ere not smre of illustration. Tne 
Gospel of Luke, which is often called the Gospel 
of prayer, is the best writing for tnis purpose. 


And following we nave this list catalogued: 


(I) At the baptisw...........Luke iii: el 


(2) Before nis first col- 
Llision with tone Jewisn 
esutnoritiecs.cercececserse sLUKE vy: I6. 


S.ee+ LUKE vi: Ie. 


(4) Before toe first pre- 
diction of his Passion 


(5) At the Transiiguration...Luke ix; 28-29 
(6) Before his snaring of 
the Last Supper...+.-..-..-Luke ro he: | 


(7) In Gethsemane....e.e+----Luke xxiii 40 <4 
(8) On the Cross. -cerecees+sLUke 25% 5 
(9) On the CrosSs...eeeeee--- -Luke 233 46 
(I0) Before breaking the 

bread at tne feeding 


of tae 5000 cece ccccs ee sLUKC ix: 16 


(II) Allusion to Peter's 
confirmation. .ccecoeseseeLuke XxXili fey 
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Outside of Luke's account, however, there are 
a few more instances recorded in both Matthew and 
Mark. Before healing the deaf man, he "looking 
up to heaven", said to him: "Ephphatha, i.e., 
Be Opened". ( Mark vii: 324. ) Both Matthew 
( xiv: 23 ) and Mark ( vis: 46 ) mention his retreat- 
ing for prayer after feeding the five thousand, 
This Luke fails to say anything about. ( Luke ix; 
Lv. However, Jesus' prayer in Gethsemane is 
recorded in all of the Synoptic Gospels, Matt. 
xxvii} 59 ) (Mark xiv: 55 ) and (“Luke xx11:-41,) 

"Nothing in the Gospels" writes Dr. Plummer, 
“is stronger evidence of the reality of our 
Lord's humanity than that preyer, and it evidently 
established its 1f firmly in the earliest tradit- 
ions respecting Him." * Even such a brief survey 
as this of the public life of Jesus give one 
enough ligont to see somewhat of his spirit of 
prayer. It is a singular tning that we have to 
note that most of nis prayer were either before 


or after some critical period in his life. That 


is only but natural, however, tne usual course 
* "Prayer™ Dictionary of Christienity and the 


Gospels. Article by A. Pummer. 
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of his life must have been filled witn prayer and 
devotion to God. It is this, to a large degree, 
which makes Jesus to be the Son of God. His art 
in prayer became his art of life and the very 
nature of that was God in him, 

Solitude and seclusion are some of the out- 
standing characteristics of his prayer-life. dHe 
was no hermit, let the reader be reminded in the 
kindest possible manner. "In the morning", it 
often reads about him, " a great while before 
day, he rose up em went out, and departed into 
a deserted place, and there prayed". ( Mark i: 35) 
"after he had taken leaven of them", another ac- 
count goes, " he departed into the mountain to 
pray. And when evening was come, the boat was 
in the midst of the sea, and ne alone on the 
land." ( Mark vi: 46-47 ) Before he chose his 
twelve disciples, " he went up into the mountain 
to pray; and he continued all night in prayer 
to God". ( Luke vi: I2. ) At another time it is 
seid that " it came to pass, as he was praying 


apart". ( Luke ix: I8 ) Also " He took Peter 
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and John and James and went up into a mountain to 
pray." ( Luke ix: 28. ) And another accoun& goes 
like this " And it came to pass that as he was pray- 
ineeinemacertain pracet«."(( “Luke:xk: Is) 

In order to get an idea of the contrast of 
Jesus' way of praying and some of our modern 
ways, Professor Heiler says: "Out of a sense of 
shyness genuine personal praying conceals itself 
from profane eyes and ears.....The personal prayer 
life of the great religious genius has its scene 
in solitude and seclusion." * As has already 
been touched upon, solitude and seclusion were 
not ends in themselves for Jesus, but by-products 
of the kind of life which he was adventuring in. 
Solitude and seclusion certainly have their 
place, but they should usually be taken in the 
view of helping to make a better society to live 
in. After the Transfiguration and in spite of 
Peter's earnest plea to remain, Jesus insisted in 
returning to tne world in-order to serve the 


people who were in need. The great prophet is 


* Quoted by Dr. Bundy in his book Religion of 
Jesus, page 193. 
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not he who runs away from the people as would 

a hermit, but one wno is vitally connected with 
the events and currents of his time. He is one 
who maitains the sweetness of solitude in the 
crowd as Emerson would put it. "For it cannot 
be that a prophet perish out of Jerusalem", 

tC Toke x1412 535. } 

Now we turn to the prayers, themselves. 
Though the instances of the prayers of Jesus 
recorded in the Synoptic Gospels are relatively 
numerous, only a few words of nis own are pre- 
served to us. In number there about seven of 
these prayers. One reason why so little has been 
saved to us is largely due to his own habit of 
prwate 
silent prayer. 

-/3 i 

(I) Tae Lord's Prayer. ( Matt. vii 93,Lk.xi:2.) 

“Our Father who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done, as in heaven, so 
on earth, 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we 

also have forgiven our debtors. 

And bring us not into temptation, | 
but deliver us from the evil one," 


This prayer was not given to fit into any 


Sivow es alqoey sxe cort yawe Bnet OfW ef ton 
ii¢iw SeJosanos Yiiseiv al oow oho sd ,etatesie : 
eno 8! sii .emid als. ‘to ainsriwo bas esgeve ers 

enz mi ehbusif{oe to Saenvsere sig Salatian ow 

foniss #8 et” .tt sug Sluow acsr98He bn Sroto 
s *meleewret, *0 tuo elite Jerqoerg 5 tadg ed 
( «8 252tx eater 5 


-@ovionment ,fteyero ost ot iu sy Wor 


Sudel. to Ow YetG edt to seoneden? SHI davon? 


: Ylevitales St6 elegsop SLITS AGS oft al Sshtose1 
Meiy S%6 AKO ate Sco ebiow wet a yfne GUO Teat 

: to foves ECGS B1end iedmun ai 4 ey og bsv1ss 
MeeS 428 elstt{ oe yiw noaaei ent +BTOYSIqQ saads 


ie ¢idan awe ein oc ayhd Ylegial al ep af bevaa 


$F mere 


»i8yete tneile 
* “es . 
(Stix ee € piv 2055R ). »toyard L 8’ btad sit (LT) 


si Hevser At ste ofy tensed woi* 
; | *SUSX XAT sd bowolf fen 
7 , : - = ¥O8mES Beh sa ty Yor 
G8 ,Heveer ol as 22HOD Gd iftw Eat 
siSraS fio 


»2eo Td yliso es ©) &. YS elig au eviD 
7 OW BB—.4ide: two ex evigxo% Daa 
: '  ,@totvdsh SO BevVigics. evan oefs 
= Hoisergess Cit JOS BY uaigd Srs 
y *enc itive end fort a! “levitss ug 


Vw oth! Tit of oévis. ton cay Teyer¢ stat 


system of liturgy as such, On the contrary, this 
prayer was but the mere overt expression of his 
inward life, And as a matter of fact, he could 
have given this prayer in quite another form with- 
out injuring nis meaning. As a matter of fact 


this is just what he expected of his disciples, 


it 


.-.after this manner therefore pray ye"., i.e., 


after this manner, spirit, tone, and thought:- 


"O holy, yet loving Father of mankind, 
May the glory of thy name be revered, 
universally. Tne truth of thy kingdom 
be realized among men, with authority, 
so that men may do all things which 
are according to thy holy will, as is 
always so in heaven, 


Father, have mercy upon us that we 
may enjoy our daily bread. 

Forgive our sins, O Father, even 
as we forgive all others, 

And guide us our lives from being 
tempted so that we may not sin 
against thee, any more." 


-26 
(2) The Prayer of Praise. ( Matt, xi: 25 3. 
Luke x: 21. ) 


"T thank thee, O Father, Lord 
of heaven and earth, that thou didst 
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hide these things from the wise and 

understanding, ana didst reveal them 

unto babes: yea, Father, for so it 

was well-pleasing in thy sight." 

Luke refers this praise to the victorious 
returning of the Seventy disciples: 

"And the seventy returned with joy, 

saying, Lord, even tne demons are 

subject unto us in thy name." 


--Luke x; I7. 


Or this prayer of praise could well be 
placed after Mark vi: 3I:< "“ And he saith unto 
them, Come ye yourselves apart into a desert 
place, and rest a while." Luke continues this 
mood of praise on the part of Jesus: 


"In that hour he rejoiced in the 
Holy Spirit and said..." --Luke x: 2I. 


fF) Allusion to Peter's confirmation. (Luke xxil: 
52<52..) 


"Simon, Simon, behold, Satan asked 
to have you, that he might sift you as 
waeat: but I made supplication for thee, 
that thy faith fail not; and do thou, 
when once thou hast turned again, es- 
tablishing thy bretheren, " 


This allusion is peculiar to Luke and 


the substance of this prayer is that intercession 
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on behalf of another's welfare. It is prayer 
on its knees out of love for otners. That alone 
attests its sincerity end reality. 
(4) Toe Prayer in Gethsemane. ( Mark xiv: 36; 
ep. Matt. xxvii 39° and Luke xxii: 42. ) 
"Abba, Fatner, all things are pos- 
sible unto tnee; remove this cup from me: 


nowbeit not what I will, but what thou 
wilt." 


Mark's account is perhaps the best one 
of the three. It was at this time, that Jesus 
felt tne onrush of the forces of evil upon his 
life. The cause for which he stood for these 
several years was now beginning to crystalize. 
Enemies were developing; one of his dfasi pies 
betrayed him in the nour of trial; and his life 
was @t stake. What was he to do? 

"And he began to be greatly amazed and 
troubled. And ne saith unto then, 

My soul is exceeding sorrowfull even 
unto death," --lark xiv: 33-34. 
"And ne went forward a little, and fell 


on the ground, and prayed...." 
--Mark xiv: 35. 
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"And being in agony he prayed 

more earnestly; and his sweat 

became as it were great drops 

of blood falling down upon the 

ground." 

--Luke xxii: 44 
Tae battle which he settled in his neart 

at this period was a terrific one indeed. His 
life was at stake for tne sake of nis ideel-- 
to die for an ideal? is that easy? It took 


Jesus three such battles before ne could make 


up his mind before meeting his destiny. 
(5) On the Cross ( Luke xxiiiis 34.) 


"Pathner, forgive them; for tney 
know not what tney do." 
And again, tnis is peculiar to Luke. 

Scholars nave long argued over tne authenticity of 
this saying. Regardless, these words nave come 
down to us either as history or as philosophy. It 
is our business to give them tne right interpretat- 
ion. These words are not unfitting nor improper 


to the general tone and nature of life in the world, 
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But in order to understand taese words fully, 
one must enter into spiritual discernment-- 
the natural man can ever know their meaning. In 
fact, they may even sound ridiculous to many. 
Jesus did say, "Love your enemies, do good to 
toem that hete. you, bless them that curse you, 
pray for them that dispitefully use you." (Luke 
vis 27-28) and these do not seen to be incon- 
gruous to the words in question. The fact of 
the cross is the only key for a passage like this. 
(6) On the Cross. (Mark xv: 34; cp Matt. xxvil: 
46) 
"My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?" 

These words also, have been greatly disputed 
among scholars as to their authenticity and mean- 
ig. oY, Montefiore gives us a rather full account 
of these words in his commentary, 'The Synoptic Gos- 
pels' Vol. I, pp 333-385. Some scholars believe 
this saying to have been teken from the Psalms (xxii) 
and added to the words of Jesus by the writer of 
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selves. Otners believe that these words were spoken 
by Jesus, himself. Some, among those who take it 
as authentic, deliberately dwell upon Psalm xxii, 
which begins witn the same words as those which 
are referred to mere. Ana the same Psalm closes 
with a glowing hope for the Messianic Kingdom: 
"All the ends of tne earth shall remember 
and turn unto Jenovan; 
And all the kindreds of the nations 
shall worsnip before thee. 
For tne kingdom is Jehovah's; 
And he is the ruler over the nations." 
--vv. 27-28. 
Those who hold to this idee say that Jesus 
died with the Messianic nope at heart and it 
was, therefore, natural for him to have uttered 
the words which we are now speaking of. Dr. 
Carpenter takes this view and others as weil. 
It seems to me, however, that Dr. Carpenter 
goes a little too far. Why should we not take 
these words as they stand, free from much of 


this superficial end confusing conjecture and 


unreasonable timidity. If these words were not 
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spoken by Jesus, how about his agony in the Garden 
of Gethsemane? And if we can take his prayer in 
Gethsemane, why should we not take these words of 
his from the cross? Does this cry really indicate, 
&s some scholars would have it, the lack of faith 
on the part of Jesus? From appearances such 
might be tne impression. On tne contrary, these 
words are the very utterance of a ages Ene pro~ 
found faith--a venture into the unknown. Then too, 
the very fact that he nad such great faith would 
naturally lead, by the law of opposites, to as 
great a doubt on the other hand. Even then, this 
goes to prove his faith. We must also remember 
that these were not his final words. He did say 
that he commended his spirit to God. Tnaet is 
faith. Dr. Bundy is right when he says, " when 
faith rises to its natural altitudes, it ventures 
to maintain itself in spite of all the facts."* 
These words attributed to Jesus do not deny God, 
Toey show a demand for God whicn is a venture of 
faith, de bets nis lite on God. 


* The Religion of Jesus, by Bundy. Page 83. 
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"Jesus had given all His strength to the kingdom 
of God--and now when His life reaches its nadir, 
there is no kingdom of God, no glimmer of it, in- 
deed, however dim, in compensation of His all", 
writes Dr. Rittelmeyer.* In the Garden of Geth-= 
semane, Jesus prayed to God, "Abbe, Father", and 
here he cries out, "My God, my God." The dif- 
ference in these two callings from the heart of 
Jesus for God should suggest something which we 
have never seen in him before. Professor Deis- 
smann writes, that, " this prayer teaches prayer, 
and it teaches everyone whose faith is a sure in- 
herited wisdom, distrubed by nothing, that com- 
munion with God signifies a struggle for God, a 
struggle between God-nearness and God-forsaken- 


ness." *%# 


(7) On the Cross, ( Luke xxiii: 46. ) 


"Father, into thy hands, I commend 
my spirit." 


* Ibid. ( Life of Jesus ) Dr. Rittelmeyer. Pp. 77+78 
** The Religion of Jesus and tne Faith of Paul, 
by A. Deissmann. Page 62. 
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It was at nine o'clock in the morning when 
Jesus was crucified. And at three o'clock in 
the afternoon, he cried with a loud voice, "My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" He 
suffered upon the cross for six hours. The 
Fourth Evangelist has Jesus to say during this 
period, “I thiyat"., ( John xix; 28. ) There 
may be a physical basis upon which to explain 
the calm which Jesus seemed to have attained 
after this suffering, but it more likely that 
he had undergone a spiritual experience. But 
none the less, it must have been out of great 
pain that he said: "Father, into thy hands I 
commend my spirit." Martyrs following Jesus 
in subsequent history have often repeated the 
same words at their death, 

Relative to this statment mede by Jesus on 
the cross, Dr. Montefiore writes, "Luke clearly 
felt the objection to them. Hence he substituted 
a quotation from Psalm xxxi: 5. " * To me, how- 
ever, this interpretation is too mechanical end 


* The Synoptic Gospels, Vol. I. Page 384. 
by Dr. Montefiore, 
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lack spiritual insight. There is the possibility 
that Jesus who was well versed in Old Testament 
literature did utter these words from the Psalms 
to give expression to nis inner life. And it 

is also quite within the keeping of reason that 
the experience of the Psalmist was reproduced by 
Jesus on the cross--these words came nearest of 
any to meaning what he really was going through. 
However, one can be safe in saying that when Jesus 
uttered these words, he spoke out of a much deep- 


er experience, 


One of the most impressive things about these 
prayers of Jesus is tneir artless simplicity, 
their nobility of thought, their brevity of expres- 
sion, and their lack of any fancy elaboration 
or doctrinal formulation. And of these seven pray~ 
ers, the Lord's Prayer is the richest not only in 
words, but in thought and spirit. Dr. Bundy sug- 
gests that " the prayer of Eighteen plirefons re- 
peated daily by the pious Jews of Jesus' day is 


ee ee eee 


* Religion of Jesus, by Bundy. Page 198. 
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Most of the other prayers of Jesus are 
merely sentence prayers. In many cases Jesus 
calls upon his heavenly Father with a very simple 
spirit and manner, perhaps for the purpose of 


thy 


finding comfort in an hour of trial. they 

are terse because they are tense; his words are 
few because they are full", writes Dr. Bundy.* 
And the more one looks into this side of Jesus' 
character, the glorious does it become. His 
utmost trust in God, even in the face of death, 
is so simple yet so full of mystery that twenty 
centuries have not fathomed its depths. 

In the second place, these prayers of Jesus 
impress us with their reality. Life, seems to be 
the key-note in all of them. In moments of joy, 
in times of distress and need, and in weather both 
fair and foul he kept in touch with God. "Jesus" 
writes Deissmann, " did not create the words of 
this prayer, but they were none the less His posses-= 
sion bought by His life's blood." ** 

For a third thing, these prayers impress one 
with their sublimity of moral purpose. 


* The Religion of Jesus, by Bundy. Page 199-200 
** The Religion of Jesus and the Faith of Paul, 
by A. Deissmann. Page 61. 
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Jesus chooses the narrowest and straightest way in 
his utter loyalty to God's will. In his own life, 
he paid the price of his sincerity which meant in 
the end his crucifixion: 

"My Father, if it be possible, 

let this cup pass away from me: 

nevertheless, not as I will, but 

as thou wilt." 

@--Matt. xxvii 39 

His "Paradise", as Mohomet once said, " lay under 
the shadow of swords." Tne course which he chose 
naturally involved suffering social conditions being 
as they were. This is the nature of nis worship 
of God. Heroism and courage were at the neart of 
it. Thus his venture in moral purpose may cause 
aman like Bousget to write: "..with that great 
nevertheless, the property of true faith alone, he 
spanned the gulf throughout his life between the 
almighty, unknowalbe God and our finite humanity."* 
And along this line, tnese words of Napoleon throw 
light: "Christ alone has succeeded in so raising 


the mind of man toward tne unseen that it becomes 


*# Jesus, by Bousset, page II5. 
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insensible to the barriers of time and space. 

Across a chasm of eighteen hundred years Jesus Christ 
makes a demand which is, above all others, difficult 
to satisfy....He asks for the human heart."* Of 

this deep moral purpose in the life of Jesus, St. 
Paul wrote: "God commendetno his own love towards us, 
in that, while we were yet sinners, Carist died for 


Us. (Romans v: 8. ) 


* Manhood of the Master, by Fosdick H.E., page 55. 
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Chapter IV 


The God Consciousness of Jesus as 
Revealed through His Freedom and Authority. 


a a a a a RE EE ET SE A RR A A ES 


THE FREEDOM OF JESUS. 


In the Old Testament God is chiefly thought 
of as being the supreme and universal sovereign. 
The pious Israelites regarded themselves as being 
the choice servants of Jehovah ( Deuteronomy ix: 
2? 3 Isatah Bxxiiis Ir. ) And their reverence 
and fear expressed to the Lord was the distinct- 
ive element of their piety: “Let all the earth 
fear Jehovah: Let all the inhabitants of the 
world stand in awe of him." ( Psalms xxxiii: 8.) 
However, after the Jews returned from their 


exile in Babylon, an obvious turning point in 
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their history can be seen, There is a break out 
of their old provincialism; there is an expansion 
and development in their outlook upon life. And 
by the time that Jesus appeared, there had grown 
up three types of laws which had become current 
in the religion of that days (I) the Written Law, 
1.e., the Pentateuch, the Law of Moses; (2) the 
Oral Law; and (3) the Scribal Law, or the Say- 
ings of Scribes. 

It was believed by common consent that the 
Written Law had been given to tne people of Israel 
through Moses by God, Himself on Mount Sinai. 

( Exodus xx: 19-22. ) 

Concerning the Oral Law, the Jewish tradit- 
ion has it as having been given by God, Himself 
to the children of Israel through Moses in about 
the same manner and at about the same time as 
that of the Written Law. * The relation of these 
two sets of law is that they "..together constitute 
the unitary revelation, in all parts and in every 
particular of divine origin and authority, and 


as such of equal and identical obligation. "#* 


* Article "The Unwritten Law" by G.F. Moore in 
Vol. I. of Judaism. 
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While the Sadducees refused to accept the Oral 
Law, the majority of people held the Laws, both 
written and unwritten, to be the Law of God. *¥4 
The supremacy of the Law which was given it by 
the Jews can be seen in the following; "..the 
world was created for the Law." ** And this law 
being perfect and unspotted was to " endure in 
its entirey unchanged as long as the world exists". 
It is with this climax that the moral relation 
of man to God in Judaism ends. It was substi- 
tuted to an external legal system. And this 


" obedience to God's law 


subjection became to be 
in its entirety as the supreme moral obligation 
of man, irrespective of the subject matter of 
the particular article," 

In addition to the Law which nas just been 
mentioned, there yet another type of law which 
belongs to tne Scribes. Wnen the prophet had 
disappeared from Israel ( Psalms 74: 9. ) the 
Scribe was found in his place. As many of us_ 


# Ibid. Judaism, Vol. II, page 7. 
“# Joshua xxiv: 26. Old Testament. 
** TIbid. Judaism, Vol. I, page 268. 
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already know, the Scribe was the professional 
Bible scholar and it was therefore with some 
authority that he gave nis interpretations. 
Since the majority of the people could not tell 
the difference between the Law and these inter- 
pretations of the Scribes, both the Law and 

the sayings of the Scribes were placed upon the 
same level. " A more serious matter, " says 
Professor Moore, " is made of the words of the 
Scribes tnan of tne words of the ( written ) 
law." * It is, therefore, not unnatural that we 
can easily find some of these sayings of the 
scribes within the writings of the Evangelists. 
As for example, we have this:- "Till heaven 
and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle shall 
in no wise pass away from the law, till all 
things be accomplished." ( Matt. v3; 18.) At 
length, the mass of law and sayings of scribes 
became so great that nobody could abide by it 
in their conduct of life. 


* Judaism, Vol I, page 34. 
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And yet, these religious experts were so incon- 
sistent that they expected the people to obey 
everythings "As for this ceaent sr its ignorance 
of the Law--it is accursed: " ( John vii: 49 ) 
Is it any wonder then that Jesus began preach- 
ing his Gospel with words that demanded " to 
set at liberty them that are bruised.."? And is 
it any wonder that the people neard nin gladly? 
The religion of Jesus, or his conceptions 
of religion, can best be described in terms of 
home: God is Father, men are brothers, all life 
is a domestic affair."* Paul affirms again and 
again that we must stand firm in the freedom 
wherewith Christ nas made us free. And if there 
is anything that Jesus stood for it certainly 
was for freedom; "I am come thet ye might have 
life..." “Ye shall know the truth and the truth 
shall nake you free...." Jesus nad little 


Sympathy with a religion which imprisoned and 


depressed personality. Luke, in his Gospel, 


* Jesus or Christianity, by Kirby Page. P. 5. 
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has Jesus commence his Galilean ministry in the 
Synagogue at Nazareth be reading a passage from 
the Book of Isaiahi- 


"Phe Spirit of tne Lord is upon me, 
Because he annointed me to preach 
good tidings to the poor: 

He dath sent me to proclaim 
release to the captives, 
And recovering of sight to the blind, 
To set at liberty them that are 
bruised." 

--iseier iv: I8. 


It was not long in his ministry that 
he found out how mucn the Pharisees opposed him 
in his free intercourse with publicans and sin- 
ners. "How is it that he eateth and drinketh 
with publicans and sinners?" ( Mark ii: I6. ) 
But Jesus knew no social prejudices as nis answer 


to the disciples of the John the Baptist show; 


"Go and tell John the things 

which ye nave seen and heard; 

the blind receive their sight, the 
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, 
and the deaf hear, the dead 

are raised up, the poor nave 

good tidings preacned to then" 


--Luke vil: 22. 
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Jesus was not only free from such social 
narrowness, but he also was free from Jewish 
exclusiveness which was perhaps the most proe# 
vincial in all history. And after he finished 
preaching nis first sermon in the synagogue of 
his own town, instead of receiving eulogies 
from his congregation, he was the rather hurried 
by a mad mob to a high nill to be cast over 
simply because he nad inferred that God loved 
Samaritans as well as Jews. ( Luke ix: 52; x: 
30 ff ; xvii: I5"I9 ) and ( Luke iv: 25-27, etc.) 
show respectively nis attitude towards Samaritan 
and Gentile. Furthermore, Jesus was free from 
the external authority of both Law and tradit- 
ion: “ye have neard that it was said to them of 
old time .....but I say unto you." (Matt. v: 2I- 
22, 28, 34, 44, etc. ) This shows the greatness 
of Jesus. He was not a conformists. Would he 
sacrifice his obedience to the voice of God with- 
in for conformity to social custom? Not for one 


moment. He would obey God ratner than man, not 
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to show any antipathy to man, but in order to be 
true to man in his highest worth and meaning. Any 
other course than this would be a plain denial 
of.cause of human salvation. Thus he towers over 
the wrecks of time. He kept his state and ree 
mained pure, artless, and simple--truly a god. 
He was narrassed by fears of hunger or clothing. 
Poverty adorned his life. No, he kept his soul 
free from worry and anxiety; 

"Be not therefore anxious, saying, 

what shall we eat? or, what shall 

we drink? or, wherewithal shall we 

be chothed? wiceces 

"Be not therefore anxious for the 

morrow: for the morrow will be an- 


xious for itself." --Matt. vis: 3I, 34. 


Perhaps there was nothing whicn he dreaded as 
much as ne did covetousness. He saw in this a 
most subtle and insiduous influence upon the 
spiritual nature of man: "Take heed, and keep 


yourselves from all eovetousness: for a man's 
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life consisteth not in the abundance of the 
things which he possesseth." ( Luke xii: I5. ) 
The Pharisees, who were lovers of money sneered 
at him because of his intense feeling against 
covetousness. He realized the effects of 
hatred and anger in the affairs of men; he knew 
whet ruin these caused to personality. Hence 
he taught: "Love your enemies, end pray for 
them that persecute you." ( Matt. v: 44. ) 
Even from the cross, to those wno nailed nim 
there, he said witn love though not in any 

tone of weak sentimentality: "Father, forgive 
them; for they know not wnat they do." (Luke 
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THE AUTHORITY OF JESUS. 


From the question of the freedom of Jesus 
we do well to pass on to another aspect of his 
character, namely that of his authority. General- 
ly speaking, authority is an inherent quality of 
Character which commands obedience. And the 
kind of authority with which we are here concern- 
ed is that which commands obedience because of 
its coming forth out of reality.......it speaks 
with finality; it judges with truth and not as 
the scribes and Pharisees. Though the notion of 
authority varies according to the sphere to which 
it is applied, one must go to religion to find 
the ultimate authority of all things in the mate» 
ter of life. "It summs up in itself all other 
authorities. It deepends the sources of authori- 
ty, it transforms its sanctions, and doing so 
makes them more tnan ever coercive. It is also 


to be observed that this authority is wielded by 
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God Himself and by Him alone. God alone is Lord 
of conscience, and He alone can command conscience," 
writes Dr. James Iverarch. * The religion of 
Jesus is a religion of authority, the authority 
which comes from his God, the Fathers "I can of 
myself do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my 
judgment is righteous: because I seek not mine 

own will, but the will of him that sent me." 

(John v: 30 ) There is for Jesus no other kind 

of authority than that which accords with the 

will of God: "Thou wouldest have no power against 
me, except it were given thee from above." (John 
xix: II. ) His authority, by virtue of the 
qualities just named, thus stands in sharp cone 
trast with that maintained in Judaism. What 
"Jehovah said unto Moses", was supposed to be the 
supreme and ultinate autnority in Judaism. Al- 
though " the Sadducees say that we ought to hold 
only that which is written to be the law, and give 


no heed to the new rules or traditions of the fath- 


er," %# 

% WAuthority", in the Encyclopedia of Religion 
and Ethics. Article by James 
Iverach.e 


#* Josepnus, Antig. 13: I0: 6. 
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"eee, the majority of the people followed the 
Pharisees and scribes: the former, the fanatic 
enthusiasts, and the latter, the slavery of letters 
and verbatism of the Law and the tradition." The 
twenty-third chapter of Matthew's Gospel may be 
taken as a good example depicting Jesus' personal 
attitude toward tne authority of traditionalism 
and of the Pharisees and scribes: "Woe unto you, 
sribes and Pharisees, hypocrites: ......eye blind 
guides,......ye fools and blind,......ye serpents 
and offspring of vipers." 

On the other hand, Jesus stands out against 
this sort of authority and denounces it at every 
turn. He carries about him an entirely different 
atmosphere from that found in the autnority of 
the Scribes and Pharisees. In fact, he is so 
different that he appears strange and unique. He 
is real; they are sham. Emerson's words seem to 
fit: “Adhere to your own act, and congratulate 
yourself if you have done something strange and 


extravagant, and broken the monotony of a de- 


@it bewolIclt elgosy ent to ysitoiam edd, 47,5" 
pigsnst sod ,teuNe't end iesdiroe bas ssealisig 
‘presse. to yrevele ons «Tessal edd one - ,staatausiine 
— 8et "\Aoldibend ert ona wa} end To welsadiev bas 
ed _ Lequoo 3° wanes 6M to tedqgeris, balgs-ysnsws 
TayeeL gnttoiqen elcmexe boog & es noxtsd 


- gettenctetsoxs to ywtnendus sit Brewo? ebutisss 


- atby ofaus 20%" fasditos bane seeatisi® edt to bas 
7 bg aa }GeoltoogyA ,secetvadd Bne sedine 
REBNTISS OY or» +> Halid Foyer shoot OY seeoe eObiuy 
: - “\,etegiv to gnitqatio dna 

 entage tio efasta aveel ,dnand redte sid. m6 
wiere d= $f aeonwoned ine ydinodéus-te die eldd 
jeoreties Ylerlisae os mid Jucds solutes ah yaw 
| to eiixoddus ent of Dowol dent wot?’ orenqaomss 
| o8 sien ,goet ol .seeeitent bas aedinxe® edd 
CH .Spin’ bas egnatss siasqes od tadd taevettid 
og ROSS ebtow s'nosisae .were — yond ; Iset al 
Sielusaxgcc9 Siz ,398 oWO twoy os atedbA" p7lt 
bre sateits snlisencs ench evar soy. tt kiswsuex 
“9b a to YHoschom 543 saso1d Sua Snsgeverdxe 


* 


I05 


~ 


corous age.” However, let it be said that this 

does not mean to be different merely for the sake 

of being different, but rather as being the very 
essence of a rete quality of character. In 

fact, Jesus, unlike many religious liberals of 

any generation who spend their time in destroying, 
came to fulfill; "Think not that I came to 

destroy the law or the prophets: I came not to 
destroy, but to fulfill,"  ( Matt. vs I7. ) Thia 
conviction was his throughout his life: "Think- 

est thou that I cannot beseech my Father, and he 
shall even now send me more than twelve legions 

of angles? How then snould the scriptures be ful- 
filled, that thus it must be?" ( Matt. xxvi: 53-54.) 
"All this is come to pass, that the scriptures of 
the prophets might be fulfilled." ( Matt. xxvi: 56.) 
The boldness and self-confidence of Jesus, as 

we nave already depicted, cannot be fully grasped 
until one understands how the Old Testament was 


looked upon in his day. He came to humanize the 
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teachings and spirit thereof in a new day and in 

& new way, perhaps. Yet, he did not hesitate in 
the nature of a situation to neglect some of the 
Old Testament emphasis and values in moral conduct: 
"Ye have heard that it was said by them of old 
GiMOpeesc shut | BAY UNtO you. .s:.." ( Math. wy 22, 
22, 28, 32, 34, etc. ) He consciously overstepped 
Old Testament limitations and went beyond Moses, 
and perhaps was doing the very thing in his day 
which Moses would have done were he in the same 
situation. Most of that which was conventionally 
done in the name of Moses, Moses could really 

not have sanctioned and still be true to himself, 
What we are concerned with is an ethic which is 
abreast contemporary needs and life. As an il- 
lustreation of the point, Jesus made this change 
which, no doubt, Moses would hiuself have mede 

in the same period of history: "The Sabbath was 
made for man, and not man for the Sabbath: so 
that the Son of man is Lord even of the Sabbath." 


( Mark iis 27-28.) "Is it lawful on the Sabbath 
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day to do good, or to do harm? to save a life, or 


to kill?" ( Mark iii: 4 ) "Ye hypocrites", said 


Jesus at another time, doth not each one of you 


on the Sabbath loose his ox or his ass from the 
stall, and lead him away to watering? And ought 
not this woman, being a daughter of Abranam, whom 
Satan had bound, 10, these eignteen years, to nave 
been loosea from this bond on the day of the 
Sabbath?" ( Luke xiii: I5-16 ) 
Again, Jesus exercised his authority in the 
temple at Jerusalem: 
"And they come to Jerusalem: and 
he entered into tne temple, and began 
to cast out them that sold and them 
that bought in the temple, and over- 
threw the tables of the moneychangers 
and the seats of them that sold the 
doves; and he would not suffer that 
any man should carry a vessel through 
the temple. And he taught, and seid 
unto them, It is written, My house 
shall be callea a house of prayer for 
all the nations? but ye have made 
it a den of robbers." 
--Mark xi: I5-I7 
From this incident, it is easy to under- 
stand how the Fourth Evangelist had the dis- 
ciples to remember that it was written, " The 


zeal for thy house hath eaben me up." 
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Jesus went as far to sey that he was greater 

than the temple: "I say unto you, that one greater 
than the teaple is here." ( Matt. xii: 6) And 

in almost everything that Jesus did or said, "He 
taugnot them as one naving authority, and not as 
their scribes." (Matt. vii: 29 ) His words rang 
witn sucn sincerity and reality that when he ask- 
ed certain ones to follow him, there was very 
little nesitancy. Levi, the publican, left his 
office of tax-collector and Peter, James, and John 
left their nets to follow him. There was no weak- 
ness in his invitation; ne clearly presented the 
costs: "If any many would come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow 
me." ( Merk viiis 34. ) It is this which puts au- 
thority into nis voice. There was a force in his 
challenge which the organized religion of our day 
seems to leck. How often has institutionalized 
Christianity trimued the utterances of Jesus in 


order to win the people: Jesus, on tne contrary, 
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spoke the plain truth no matter who was alienated, 
There is absolute genuineness in his cnaracter: 
"He that loveth father or mother more than me 

is not worthy of me; and he that loveth son or 
daughter more than me is not worthy of me. And 

he that doth not teke his cross and follow after 
me is not worthy of me. de that findeth his life 
shall loose it; and he that looseth his life for 
my sake shall find it." ( Matt. x: 37-39 ) 

After considering Jesus' utter devotion and stead- 
fast loyalty to God's will, we cannot but egree 
with Luke's account woicn reads: "They all said, 
Art thou then the Son of God? And he said unto 


them, Ye say that I am." ( Luke xxii: 70 ) 
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